



r-r. w., 

COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 

WAaMINOTON, O. C. 



October 23, 1941 


Door Miss Tully: 

I nn returning herewith the 
relente covering the 30-point program. Many 
thunko. 




>noven 


Enclosure 


Miss Groce Tully 

The White House 


KD 


GRAY 


Zurich 

DatEd October 15 t 1911 
Rec'd. C:C7 p. m. 

SEcrEtary of State, 

Washington. 

481, OctobEr 15, 7 p. m. 

ThcrE follows in translation "thE program of 
thE National Reich's Church of Germany" which has 
come into my possession from an absolutely reliable 
source. This program Emanates from the intimatE 
circle of AlfrEd Rosenberg and I am informed that 
practically nothing is known of it abroad, it 
having arrived in Switzerland only few days ago 
trustworthy channels. ThE influence of Rosenberg 
^.s reported to be on the increase duE to the turn 
of thE Russian campaign. 

The 30 point3 of thE program follow: 

First. ThE National REich's Church of GErmany 
(hereinafter called the N.R. and represented in 
this tclEgram by the symbol "N"). 

Categorically claims thE exclusive right end 
the exclusive pov/Er to control all churcliES within 
the borders of the Reich; it declares these to be 

national churchEs 
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national churches of the German Reich. 

Second. The German people must npt serve the N. 
The N is absolutely and exclusively in the service 
of but one doctrine: race ar.d nation. 

Third. The field of activity of the II will ex¬ 
pand to the limits of Germany's territorial and 
colonial possessions. 

Fourth. The l! does not force any German to seek 
membership therein. The IT will do everything within 
j.t 3 power to secure the adherence of every German soul. 
Other churches or similar communities and unions 
particularly such as are under international control 
or management caiinot mid shall not be tolerat.ed in 
Germany. 

Fifth. The N is determined to exterminate 
irrevocably and by every means the strange and foreign 
Christian faiths imported into Germany in the ill- 
omened year 000 . f 

Sixth. The existing churches may not be 
architecturally altered, as they represent the property 
of the German nation, German culture and to c. certain 
extent the historical development of the nation. As 
property of the German nation they are not only to be 
valued but to be preserved. 


Seventh 
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SEVEnth. ThE II lias no scribes, pastors, chaplains 
or priEsts but National Reich orators are to spEak 
in them. 

Eighth. ThE II SErvicES are held only in thE 
evening and not in thE morning. The as SErvicES arc 
to take plr.cE on Saturdays with solemn illumination. 

ninth. In thE H German mEn and women, OEmr.n 
youths c.nd girls vtlll acknowledge God and his Eternal 
works. 

TEnth. ThE N irrevocably strives for complete 
union with the state. It must obey the state as onE 
or its servants. As such it demands that all landed 
possessions of all churches and religious denominations 
be handed over to the state. It forbids that in 
future churches should secure ownership of even the 
smallest piece of German soil or that such be ever 
given back to them. Hot the churches conquer and 
cultivate land and soil but exclusively the German 

nation, the German state. 

Eleventh. N orators nay never be those who 
today emphasize with all tricks and cunning verbally 
and in writing the necessity of maintaining and 
teaching of Christianity in Germany; they not only 

lie to themselves but also to the German nation 

goaded 
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Goaded by their love of the positions they hold and 
the sv/EEt bread thEy Eat. 

Tv/Elfth. N orators held off Ice , government 
officials undEr Civil Service rulES. 

Thirteenth. The I.’ demands inrnEdictE cessation 
of thE publishing ar.d dissemination of the Bible 
in Germany as well as the publication of Sunday papers 
pamphlets, publications and books of religious nature. 

FourtEEr.th. The !' hs3 to take severe measures 
in order to prevent thE Bible and other Christian 
publications being imported into Germany. 

Fifteenth. The N declares that to it, and 
therefore to the German nation, it has been decided 

• 

FuhrEr 1 s "Mein ICarapf" is the createst of all 
documents. It i3 conscious that this book contains 
not only the Greatest, and that it embodies the 
purest and truest Ethics for the present and 
future lif e of our nation. 

SixtEEnth. The N has made it its sacred duty 
to use all its Energy to popularize the cocternal 
"hEin Ilanpf" and to let ever;- German live and complete 
his life according to this book. 

Seventeenth. ThE h demands that further editions 
of this book, whatever form tliEy may take’, *oe in 


content 
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content rnd pectination exactly similar to the present 
popular edition. 

Eighteenth. The W will clear away from it3 
altars all crucifix plural Bibles and pictures of 
Saints. 

nineteenth. Cn the altars there must be nothine 
but "Mein Knmpf", to the German nation and therefore 
to Cod the most sacred book and to the left of the 
altar a awora. 

Twentieth. The H speakers must during N service3 
propound this book to the congregation to the bc3t 
of their knowledge and ability. 

Twenty-first. The IT does not acknowledge for¬ 
giveness of sins. It represents the standpoint 
which it will always proclaim that a sin once 
committed will be ruthlessly punished by the honorable 
and indestructible laws of nature and punishment will 
follow during the sinner's lifetime. 

Twenty-second. The 17 repudiates the christening 
of German children particularly the christening with 
water and the Holy Ghost. 

Twenty-third. The parents of a child (or if a 
new born child) must only talce the German oath before 
the altar which is worded as follows: The man: 


"In the name 
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"In the name o: Cog I tr-rc this Heir oc.th that 
I thE father of this child, and my wife, are of 
proven Aryan descent. As a father I agree to bring 
up this child in the German spirit and cs a member 
cf thE German race". 

The woman: "In thE name of God I take this 
Holy oath that I (r.amE) bore my husband a child and 
that my husband is the father of this child and that 
I its mother cm of proven Aryan descent. As a 
mother I swear to bring up this child in the German 
spirit and as a member of the German racE 1 . The 
German diploma can only be issv.Ed tc nev;ly born 
children on the strength cf the German oath. 

Twenty-fourth. ThE K aboli3hES confirmation 
and religious education as well as the communion 
thE religious preparation for the communion. The 
educational institutions arc and remain the family, 
the schools, thE German youth, thE Hitler youth, 
and the Union of German Girls. 

Twenty-fifth. In order that school graduation 
of our German youth be giver, ar. especially solemn 
character all H must put themselves at thE disposal 
of German youth, the Hitler youth and the Union of 
German girls or. the day of the state's youth which 


will be 
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\ 7 ill be on the Friday before Easter. Or. this day 
. the leaders of these organizations exclusively na; 
speak. 

Tuenty-six. The Harriett: cerenony of Gerr.an 
riEj; and women will consist of taking on oath of 
faithfulness and placing the right hand on the sword. 
There will not be an? unworthy knee ling in 1J ceremonies. 

Twenty-seven. The it declares the tenth day be¬ 
fore Whit Sunday to be the national holiday of the 
Genian fanily. 

Twenty-eight. She H rejects the customary day 
of prayer and atonement. It demands that this be 
transferred to the holiday commemorating the laying 
of t'.Ie foundation stone of the N. 

Twenty-nine. The It will not tolerate the 
establishment of any new clerical religious insignia. 

Thirty. On the day of its foundation the 
, Christian cross must be relieved from all churches, 
cathedrals and chapels within the Reich and it3 
colonies and it must be superseded by the only 
unconquerable symbol of Germany the "Halcen XTevz 1 '. 


WWC 


STEWART. 


^ f": % L»»W 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


1'xragT t 


Daoember 23, 1941. 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

BILL DONOVAN 

I have yours of December 22nd, 
6 P.M., In regard to organizing 
guerrilla warfare of two types. 

I want you to take this up with 
Mr. Churchill and find out whom 
we should work with in England 
toward this end. 


F. D. R. 


DECLASSIFIED 

By Deputy Archivist of the U.S. 

JAN 2 4 19,3 


By ff. J. Stewart Date 


/! PSF. OSS,)* -, 

n 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON ' X* 



March 30, 1943. 


irr'ORAiiDUM mn 


or:rr:iiAi. wathoNi 


Will you arran^n for no to 
"oo Hill Donovan aono tin© after I 
return fron Hy*i« Park? 


F.D.R. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


February 2?, 19U3 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
fro:-:; william j.donovan 

Orrce Tully her told me that you 

v/ill see me. 

Curing these past months I have 
hesitated to encroach upon your crowded days. 
Thi? course (however excellent the motive) has 
oerhrp° failed to keep you a ,,r are of the manner 
in which ve have been endeavoring to fulfill 
the responsibilities you gave us. 

I would like to tell you about 
these activities. 

Though I have seen articles in 
th p pro?- to the contrary, this Organisation 
has no ouarrel with OWI. It is not true that 
we have in any wry invaded the province of OWI. 

(1). We do not duplicate their 
activity in the open propaganda assigned to them 
by your Directive. We do not possess either 
enuinment or personnel to do such «-ork. In fact 
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v/e have not thus far even secured ell the 
equipment necessary to operate in the field oi 
black subversion - m arena in which OWI has 
always disclaimed any interest. 

(2) . I suspect that confusion 

ha® arisen becausp the "ord "psychological" has 
been given different meanings by different 
American and English agencies. The U.S.Chiefs 
of Staff have used the **ord in the general 

sense employed by the German and other Continental 
armies as applying to all unorthodox methods. 

They call this weapon of warfare psychological 
only because of the effect produced rather than 
as r description of the means employed. 

(3) . In the subversive field of 

unorthodox warfare do not impinge upon the 
assigned functions of any other agency. The 
Joint Chiefs made a thorough inouiry into our 
organisation and issued a Directive clearly 
limiting our duties within our assigned field. 

(U). I have heard that a 
suggestion has be®n made that you consider 
transferrins this Agency to the ’«' r r Department. 








Thin would, in ny opinion, dinrupt our uaeful- 
nesa. You early recognired that tJi'.p work 
could not live if it --ere buried In the nnchinery 
of a. great department. You eav that it rauat hrve 
elbo” room end made ur an Agency of the Joint 
Chiefa of Staff. 

The Joint Chief? ehould hr.ve every 
facility ••'htch can effectively rid them. We 
rr» prepared to net for then in unorthodox wrrfere 
through r far-flung net of organizera rnd agent a 
throughout the theaters, — except for the moment 
in the South Pacific. 

Our connectiona •••ith underground 
ch.-nnel* ••ill, r har already been demonatrated, 
cotint heavily when inv-aionr are ready. 

To disrupt auch nlen** at thia 
oaent would, I believe, be r valuable gift to 
the enemy, 

I hope you "ill examine the rltuation 
rnd ascertain the truth. 

I anticipate the privilege of talking 

"ith you •'oon. 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


February ? r , 19L* 


Dr-r tfrrce: 

If you thinJc tlslr should be 
bended to the President the ntfiht before 
I eee him, pierce fee your .{ndirsent. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


un 


WASHINGTON. D. C. 


May 7, 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: William J. Donovan 


diclassifiid /iM — 

By Authority of^UiXi 

SEmTt974 

B yjM2^- :at °--- 


As part of our staff in North Africa we 
have Captain Franklin Holcomb, son of the Commandant 
of Marines, as Assistant Naval Attache to the Tan¬ 
gier Legation acting on our behalf at Fez. In the 
course of that work he has had considerable contact 
with Moslem elements who have been helpful to us in 
collecting intelligence. 

Through the confidence of the Moslems in 
him they suggested that he should meet the Sultan in 
secret. This he has avoided until he could receive 
instructions from here. 

We 'have called him back for consultation 
and before his departure certain spokesmen of the 
Nationalist Party asked if he would see the Sultan 
and secretly bear a letter in answer to your letter 
to the Sultan. 

This he was able to avoid, but it has been 
stressed with him by the Moslem groups that the Sul¬ 
tan was eager to have secret communications with the 
President of the United States. In view of the deli¬ 
cate situation there I felt that nothing should be 
done except to call this directly to your attention 
for your advice and instruction. 


■s ecr e t 




William Donovan 
Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



May 13, 1943. 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE: 


Will you let the Yugoslavian 
Minister know the contents of this 
memorandum, In confidence, and then 
please return for my flies? 

F.D.R. 


Memorandum to the President, 5-11-43, from 
■Vm. Donovan, Office of Strategic Services, 
giving report, in reply to President's memo 
5-10-43 re desire of the Yugoslav Minister 
that concentrated food now in Cairo be 
delivered to Yugoslavia. 



THE WHITE HOUS 
WASHINGTON 



May 10, 194.T. 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


HON. BILLIAM DONOVAN 




The Yugoslav. Minister Is 
most anxious (aT that we got forty 
tons of concentrated food nov/ In Cairo 
delivered (I suppose by air to Yugo¬ 
slavia) and (h) that v/e establish ^ 
'definite liaison with Mlchaelovlch. x 
I understand British contacts aro In 
effect and that they have ten officers 
In Yugoslavia. \ T e should not cross 
wires with then but the Ambassador 
thinks It would bo good If we could 
f -et one officer Into Serbia. 


F.D.R. 


No papers accompanied the original of this 
memorandum to Col. Donovan. 




My dear Mr. President t 

In accordance with the request contained in your 
memorandum to me of May 13, I have informed the Yugo¬ 
slav Ambassador of the contents of Colonel Donovan's 
memorandum to you of May 11. The Ambassador has asked 
me to communicate to you his gratitude in the name of 
his Government for the helpful action which has al¬ 
ready been taken. 

In accordance with your request, I am returning 
Colonel Donovan's memorandum to you herewith for your 
files. 



The President, 


The White House. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority of 

OOIM _U. 1943 

., 1 not. SEP !»W 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDHIT; 

FROM: Director of Strategic Sorvicoo 

In rosponce to your memorandum of May 10, 1943, 
regarding the dcairc of the Yugoslav Minister that con¬ 
centrated food now in Cairo be delivered to Jugoslavia, 
and that liaison be established with General Mihailovich, 

I am able to report that the following steps have already 
beon taken. 

1. On May 4, 1943, our representative in Cairo cabled 
that (a) the distribution of food has definitely been planned 
and will be carried out when arrangements are completed with 
the Theater; (b) that the Theater Commander has been requested 
to requisition approximately two hundred and eighty-four 

tons of dehydrated food, at present in the possession of 
OSS, in this country. We con have the food as soon as this 
requisition has been approved. 

2. Two OSS representatives left yesterday for Cairo by 
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air, one of whom is to establish liaison with General 
Mihailovich in Serbia, and the other to be attached to 
the Partisans. Each of these men is fully trained in 
Intelligence and Subversive activities, is a qualified 
radio operator, and has the necessary language qualifi¬ 
cations. 

I am requesting certain additional information from 
our representative in Cairo, which I shall transmit to 
you as soon as received. 



SJFIEju 



TH I WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 

Jun® 17, 1943. 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

BII.I. DONOVAN l 

Tho Proslflont hbXb raa to 
thank you nror bo rauoh for your 
nonornndun of Jun® fourtoanth nnrt 
to toll you thftt hn 1 b very rauoh 

ploanoft. 


O.O.T. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



Juno u, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

You may wish to be advised thati 

1. We have established contact abroad with a 
number of underground labor organization with 
networks within enemy and enemy occupied 
countries—particularly the International 
Transport Workers Federation (ITF). 

2. We have also worked with the International 
Federation of Trade Unions (I>TU) which main¬ 
tains headquarters in London. 

3. We have had the assistance here of the Rail¬ 
way Labor Executives' Association which co¬ 
operates with the International Transport Workers 
Federation. 

-- 

DQ30> Z-- 2 --- 



Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

June u, 1943 


Uisc Grace Tully 
The Whiio House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Grace: 

Mil you please see that this gets to 
the President? 


Sincerely, 

%'lIP 

William J. Donovan 
Director 



Honorable John C. Wiley, 

Off loo of 9trntef*lo Oervloen, 
Waohln^ton, D. C. 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



Auguat 11, 1043 


Mlaa Oraoo Tully 

^ 2Sf P 55?r 3r £° th8 PrB8ld “>t 

Tli« White Ifouao 
Woahington, D. C. 

Door MLaa Tullyi 

I ora enoloalng a note and a narao- 
rondurn. I would bo deeply grateful to you If 
you would lievo thorn roaoh the Prooidont. 

Boat regardo, 

Youro sincerely, 



Enoloauroa 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


August 11, 1943 


PERSONAL AND 


The President of the United States, 

The White House, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President! 

Since I served so long In Germany and 
Eastern Europe, Including Moscow, I have suc- 
oumbed to the urge to write a memorandum. I 
hope you will forgive me for trying to Inflict 
It on you. 

With best regards. 

Respectfully and sincerely yours , 



Enclosure 

DECLASSIFIED 

By /xttcntj 

f>oi47jr___ 

" SEP 10 1 974 



MEMORANDUM 


•it, r.in, 


TS 


ON THE MOSCOW MANIFESTO TO GERMANY 


On July 12 and 13 a Free German Corsnlttee had me a ting a 
In Moscow. On July 21 a manifesto to the German people vaa 
made public. 

This Committee la built around the German section of the 
Comintern (Conanunist International) "In dissolution". Among 
Its members are former Communist deputies of the Reichstag 
who have long played leading roles in the Executive and Pre¬ 
sidium of the Comintern. There are a great-grandson of Bis¬ 
marck, authors and a number of German of floors , non-comnis- 
sioned officers and soldiers among its 33 signers. The Com¬ 
mittee has been given Soviet press, radio, and other faci¬ 
lities. 

The manifesto, a brilliantly drafted document, addresses 
itself In the popular front manner to the German people. It 
said, in substance, that If the German people proved in good 
time that they want to be free and eliminated Hitler, they 
could decide their own fate. The manifesto threatened that 
Anglo-American armies were at the gates of Europe and that 
Germany could not hold out much longer. After exclaiming 
that Germany must not perish, the manifesto deolared that a 
military defeat would mean dismemberment and the end of Ger¬ 
many. Germany was then called upon to form a strong. Im¬ 
placable democracy, having nothing in conmon with the Weimar 
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republic. It should recall German armies to the Reloh'e 
frontiers, abandon conquests, and then embark on peace nego¬ 
tiations, thus plaolng Germany on an equal footing with other 
nations. The manifesto spoke of the restoration of private 
property, the punishment of the guilty, freedom of speech, 
right of assembly, and a number of other democratic privileges. 
Amnesty was promised for all Hitler adherents who renounced 
him In good time and Joined the movement for Free Germany. 

On August 6, PRAVDA, official Communist Party organ, re¬ 
proved the U. 3. and Great Britain for failure to observe 
their pledges to open a second front. 

Offlolal emanations from Moscow have revealed resentment 
over Anglo-Amerloon Intentions to work out the peace settle¬ 
ment In Europe, hostility to any projeot for federation of 
small European states, and a determination to insist on the 
Importance of Russia*s role in the political future of the 
continent. 

To prepare for the future, Soviet policy is being directed 
towards Hungary; Poland (with a Polish Committee built on the 
structure of the old Polish Section of the Comintern); the 
5 counties of irothern Iran; a revival of Pan-Slavism (which 
has been centered around the All-Slav Congress); special 
relations with Czechoslovakia; support of the Yugoslav 
Partisans; and, finally, the Free Germany mcvement. 

The Free German manifesto was no spontaneous gesture.'It 
was not mere repartee to the Roosevelt-Churchlll Joint Message 
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to the Italians. Stalin's speeches and a number of Inspired 
articles and developments over the last nine months give a 
pattern. Between the Kremlin, the Polltbureau and the Comin¬ 
tern there la political planning of the highest order; the 
manifesto and the studied grumbling over the second front re¬ 
flect this planning. 

Great Britain — 

British policy towards Russia has undergone violent gyra¬ 
tions. In 1939 Great Britain hoped for a military alliance. 
During the Winter War (first Plnno-Sovlet conflict) Great 
Britain was on the verge of hostilities with Russia. After 
June 22, 1941, the Red Amy became a priceless ally.- Now, 
British thought Is divided. The British people are warmly 
grateful to the Soviet Union. Churchill and many military 
leaders, on the other hand, feel mistrust and premonitions, 
while the Influential Eden-Foreign Office line on Russia pur¬ 
sues the cautious way, that of realism. This reallwm Is rem¬ 
iniscent of pre-Munich appeasement. 

The United States — 

The United States, attacked, seeks to win the war on 
the battlefield. In the air and on the seas. This policy has 
been compromised by new elements In the equation. The war has 
become more and more political; and In wars of coalitions the 
strains and stresses appear, either as defeat approaches — 
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thlB is already the oaae with the Axis, or when victory la 
In sight, which la now the oase with Ruaala and her allies. 

The Soviet Union — 

Soviet policy la a continuation of traditional Russian 
policy but with new slogans, both quieting and alarming. 

Russian polioy la, at the same time, isolationist and expan¬ 
sionist. 

The Kremlin suspects the Western democracies of desiring 
a mutual "bleeding white" of Germany and Russia and wishing 
to impose an Anglo-American peace in terms of a oordon aanltalre . 
Wrangel, Denlken and Kolchak remain as near to the Russian 
memory as Wilson and Pershing stand to us# 

Also, Bolshevik ideology enters the pioture, as the bitter 
ooating of the Russian pill. The Thirteenth Plenary Session 
of the Executive Committee of the Comintern and the VII Con¬ 
gress of the Comintern (1934 and 1935) gave the last official 
manifestations of the pattern of the proletarian revolution. 

These manifestations are, in adequate part, a matter of pub- 
lio reoord. They have never been repudiated. Comintern 
leaders, active in 1934 and 1935, are now leading the ag¬ 
gressive moves of Russian intervention into Europe. If it 
is argued that Russia has abandoned idealism and world revo¬ 
lution for nationalism, it is disquieting to have the Comin¬ 
tern me ohm ism adroitly employed for Russian expansion, an 
expansion to which visible limits have not been placed, is not 
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reassuring. 

Hitler in MEIN KAMPF and with threatening speeohes warned 
the world of danger for years. Great Britain and France did 
not heed the warning. Soviet doctrine, too, is available to 
the student as a warning. So is Russian history# We know 
Germany now as the result of two oostly wars. This is our 
aeoond war as an ally of Russia. But we continue to be either 
emotional or confused when we consider the U.S.S.R. 

To recapitulate: 

The manifesto and Soviet oomplaints about the lack of a 
second front require analysis. 

Although the Soviet Uhion is suffering grievously from 
a war unparalleled in casuallties and destruction, the Soviet 
military situation is at this moment peculiarly favorable. 
Soviet oomplaints over the second front, therefore, do not 
stem from the same dire need for military succor that existed 
a year ago. 

The manifesto and Its timing are, of course, primarily 
political. It is the opening gambit for a peace move. Our 
"failure" to open a second front could provide the alibi..The 
peace proposition oonveyed to the Germans by the manifesto 
is an alternative to "unconditional surrender" that might be 
more seductive to many Germans. We, with "unconditional 
surrender", do not even give Germany an assurance of protect¬ 
ion from the vengeance of the conquered peoples, an assurance 
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that is implicit in the Soviet proposal* 

Field Marshal Kutuzov, who was commander-in-chief against 
Napoleon, is once again a national hero in Russia; a new 
Soviet decoration is named after him. He discovered in 
October, 1812, that it was better not to crush Napoleon sinoe 
Russia*s ally, England, would, he thought, be the only one to 
gain. His idea was simple, that Napoleon had learned his les¬ 
son; he would never again be a danger to Russia, and if he 
could reform his legions in France, he might then be able to 
cope with the British from whose iniquities Russia so long 
had suffered* 

Marshal Stalin, like Marshal Kutuzov, may now think that 
Hitler will never again be a danger to Russia; that the Ger¬ 
mans might be useful in curbing the iniquities of the English 
(and of the Americans, too), and that a MOSCOW-Berlln Axis 
might be the answer to the Kremlin 1 s prayer (with, of course, 
the center of balance heavily in the East)* 

If Germany makes a deal with Moscow and withdraws to her 
frontiers, it must be noted that the Reich would be deprived 
of Rumanian oil, Balkan minerals and foodstuffs and would be 
completely encircled. Germany would then be subject to the 
full force of Soviet pressure* In other words, from the moment 
that such an agreement was carried out, Moscow could always 
exact anything desired of Berlin unless we and the British 
rushed to the aid of the Reich, which is unthinkable at this 


time 
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A MOSOOff-Berlln Axis f notwithstanding war-weariness, 
would be more formidable than the BerUn-Rome alignment ever 
was. As a oounter-poiae, the British Isles would be inadequate. 
Our position would become unfavorable. 

Soviet political planning is both daring and prudent. The 
Kremlin is as yet committed to nothing. The Free German trial 
balloon oould be quietly abandoned, or the Free German Com¬ 
mittee, and other committees, too, oould become the spearhead 
of the new Europe. 

American Policy — 

American policy in this war is difficult to formulate. 

This is largely because it is so very simple. It is not adhes¬ 
ive to popular appeal or even understanding. This derives 
from the negative fact that the United States was in grave 
danger and was attacked. We did not go to war; war come to us. 
The United States desires only a relatively decent world with¬ 
out constant recurrence of military aggression, oppression and 
conquest. Each of these simple oonoepts may go askew if, in 
the process of defeating Germany, we are maneuvered into aiding 
and abetting the rape of large parts of Europe by another and 
singularly similar European power. 

Conclusions: 

The situation Is atlll fluid. The present war has long 
been foreseen by the Communist Party. The methods of exploit¬ 
ing It have been narefully studied ( ride State Department 
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archives). At present* we faoe the dangerous paradox of 
having our political authority on the Continent of Europe 
diminish while our military strength Is notably ascendant. 
Attack from the air and the destruction of great German 
cities are wounding Germany. Wow, only Russia has land armies 
to retrieve the fallen game. 

Our position, namely, concentration on the military task 
of winning the war, must be re-Interpreted politically. The 
Russians are not yet Irrevocably committed to a line of policy; 
neither are the Germans. The British can be Influenced If we 
adopt a strong and positive line. We have vast strength. If 
exerted politically. It can still save the United States from 
fighting a great and costly war merely to have achieved the 
Intolerable end of permanent mobilisation. 

In this war both Germany and Russia have produced great 
military surprises. We must be fully prepared against politi¬ 
cal surprises equally enormous. If suoh a surprise should be 
a union of Russian Imperialism with Comintern revolutionary 
technique. Joined with German military and economio compe¬ 
tence, the result would be difficult to handle. Russian- 
German collaboration Is not as fantastic as It sounds. Its 
roots go back to Bismarck, even to Frederick the Great. After 
Rapallo and again after the Ribbentrop-Molotov agreement, 
there was effective German-Russlan collaboration. Each country 
now has a military elite, each a great bureauoracy. Industry 



la managerial, and proletarian!zatlon la no atranger to the 
Reich; moreover. Western democracy Is more incompatible with 
the Soviet system than that of another totalitarian state. 
Thus, elements of affinity already exist between them. Hie 
hatreds of war in Europe pass quiokly into history. Rapallo 
oame soon after Brest Lltovsk. 

Suggested Lines of Action: 

(1) Formulate a clear-cut, long-term policy, 
comprising maximum and minimum peace aims. 

(2) Press the British into alignment. 

(3) Avert a situation where we might be im¬ 
pelled to "outbid" the Russians, or where Germany 
could play one ally off against the other. 

(4) Limit the dootrine of "unconditional sur¬ 
render" to "Hitlerite Oermany". Ho matter how un¬ 
desirable, it is made neoessary by the fact that 
Hr. Stalin has already done this. 

(5) Expedite the setting up of a second front 
in as great foroe as possible - but in the Balkans, 
where it could best influence both the course of 
the war, diplomatic relations with the Kremlin, and 
the peace to come. True, a Balkan front is difficult; 
perhaps it is impossible. If so, we must, of course, 
give up the project, but if it is merely very difficult 
but not impossible, we must by all means set up the 
Balkan front. An invasion of France and the Lowlands 
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would give ua no political authority In oentral and 
oaatam Buropa. Only a nuooessful Anglo-Amorloan In¬ 
vasion of aouthaaatarn Europe oan give ua a raal voloe 
in the eventual peaoe settlement. To arr on the aide 
of auppoaad oautlon In reaohlng the hlatorlo daolalon 
on what to do now night store up the gravest dangers 
for tha future, 

(6) Keep Osrmony oriented to the West and pre¬ 
vent her turning East, 

(7) Leavo nothing undone to reassure the Krenlln 
of continuing Anglo-Anorloan support, political and 
eoononlo. In a peaoo without oonquest, 

Suoh lines of aotlon, If promptly, skillfully, and re- 
solutoly pursued, will save a situation which lo rapidly 
turning bad. It Is wrong to underestimate our strength or 
to overestimate that of our onemleo and allies. We oan and 
must win both the war and tho peaoe. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 

Octetsr T ( 1048. 

KZXORAXDUM FOR 

OKKBUL HAT80II 

Z want te sss Bill Donors* 
•n Tuesday or tfsdasitay for lunch. 

F.D.R. 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICE 

WASHINGTON. D C. 



5 October 1943 

, . DECLASSIFIED ^ * 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: By Authority ci_A*dB- 

COlfo-L Z- _ 

FROM: William J. Donovan .. AflA cat- SET i_0J. M 


I have just returned from Italy as well as the 
Miadle East. Separately I am sending you a memorandum on 
certain aspects of the Italian situation with which we are 
concerned. 

In relation to the Balkans, you might be interes¬ 
ted in knowing that - 

(a) We now are being assigned aircraft for the send¬ 
ing in of our men, which enables us to overcome the 
handicap under which we have worked for two years. 

(b) We have our representatives with the British in 
Greece and also with mikhailovitcn and Tito. 

(c) We are providing 150 younger officers each for 
the leadership in guerrilla operations in both Greece 
and in Yugoslavia. 




(d) We have worked out a program for special 
operations in that area which have the approval 

not only of the Joint Chiefs of Staff but of General 
Wilson of the British, General Royce, and Mr. Casey 
and Mr. Kirk. 

(e) As soon as we can relieve certain of our units 
that went to Corsica with the French, I am going to 
send them to work with the underground groups in 
Albania. 

(f) We are ready to send in additional concentrated 
foods and medicines. 

(g) Because of the necessity of bombing operations 
to support our operations in that area, I have 
arranged to have certain of these operations carried 
on by the young Yugoslavia air officers who have been 
trained by us. I don T t need to stress to you what a 
heartening effect that would have on the fighting units 
there. 


A3S1FIKD 





code with the British and in certain instances through 
our own code, direct communication botwoon our 
representatives in YugOBlaviu and our base station in 
Cairo. 


—- 

WiIlium J. Donovan 
Director 


‘DECL* 


SSU'IKU 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D C 


5 October 1943 


Mi6c Grace Tuily, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Grace: 


Will you please show tnis to the President. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


Williaa J. Donovan 
Director 



Mice Grace Tullv, 
The White Houoe. 


Dear Grace: 


Will you please bring this to the attention 
of the President. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


TSuU 

William J. Donovan 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


11 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


The attached paper, I think, is worth reading. 
It was prepared at my request by a German who lived 
in Russia for ten years, was editor of the Berliner 
Tageblatt, and who knows the leading figures of Germany 
and Russia. His point of view you may find of interest. 

(/) t 

William 7 . Donovan 
Director 


October 9, 1943 


IS IT IN THE INTEREST OF POST VAR V.ORLD PEACE TO HAVE 
THE PRE VAR GERMANY DIVIDED INTO ABSOLUTELY SEPARATE 
COUNTRIES? AND THE REICH NO LONGER EXIST? 


The writer would answer the question in the negative. 

One reason is that he cannot conceive of any except political 
arguments for dismembering the Reich. 

To be sure, the institution without which the two German 
wars of this century would be unthinkable would be destroyed. 
Theoretically, if the Germans were permitted to remain in one 
Reich they would have more chance to go to war once more. If 
they are not, they would have to reunite before taking action 
and could easily be caught at it. 

Yet, the possibility of German contingents fighting 
again cannot be measured solely on the premise that tne German 
states would try to reunite. If that were the only danger in 
sight, there would be little to worry about. Any conspiracies 
aiming at reassembling a German army would soon find that 
success depended on the readiness of foreign states to join 
up with them for their own reasons. The ultimate goal of such 
conspiracies as iar as the Germans are concerned would always 
be to reassemble the Reich. 

The international situation can so change that some power 
night be willing to pay the price in full 0 r demand that Germany 
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link up with it more closely than has ever been done between 
Sovereign States. Such a demand would be in line with Mr. 
Churchill's suggestion concerning Anglo-American citizenship. 
Lasting peace would not be served by fomenting desperado 
policies in a dissected Germany, with sad results for the 
collaboration of the Great Powers. Also, dismemberment of 
the Reich would invite infringements on the sovereign rights 
of the succession states including outright occupation. If, 
for instance a power in the East eventually saw fit to take 
over a part of eastern Germany — and this is not a mere 
hypothesis — very important interests of some western powers 
would inevitably be affected. To settle the matter they would 
have to rely, politically, tnorally and perhaps militarily on 
the other German states, which might not yet feel any direct 
effect from the loss of a sister state. The next step would 
be the serious discussion of reunion, if not actual reintegra¬ 
tion, in order to forestall the absorption of all, one by one. 

Even if things did not get to the point of annexation or 
absorption, it is not at all out of the question that the 
effects of the mere weakness of the various German units would 
increasingly prove so onerous for the victors that they would 
be glad to relinquish to those primarily interested, the 
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GermaiB themselves, part or all of the burden they undertook 
when the peace was made. 

On the other hand, a situation could arise in which 
Germany's potential of military self-protection would consti¬ 
tute a welcome, if not indispensable complement to the 
strength oi the Western democracies in preventing a dangerous 
shift in the military and economic balance of Europe. 

Apart from these considerations, it is, for argument's 
sake, not denied that centrifugal forces could get the better 
of centripetal, once Germany became nothing more than a 
geographical, linguistic, and traditional complex. The history 
of the former Baltic States or Czecho-Slovakia, created in 
.1919, not to mention others, shows what a rank weed national 
consciousness is in newly founded states. 

Such growths would largely conteract ’conspiracies'. 

Yet as long as the Reich is merely a dream, conspiracies would 
go on just the same, in different forms, and come to the sur¬ 
face in all kinds of turbulent movements and diplomatic maneuvers. 
An intact Germany would not be free from furtive attempts to 
throw Europe into chaos by breaking the peace treaty, but the 
right policy could keep such things under control. A Germany 
in search of "a body for her soul”, as she was said to be in 
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1848, would again become the powder box of Europe. Nothing 
could prevent it. 

Nevertheless, the international implications of several 
practically helpless, autonomous, small states on the terri¬ 
tory of the former Reich would not be much different from those 
of an intact Reich; for the menace of Germany had other than 
psychological causes. For example, the geographical location, 
the number of inhabitants, will be the same whether the Reich 
is dismembered or not. 

From quite a different angle, the following observation 
is submitted: A Germany taken apart would lead to such an 
artificial condition that criticisms would arise almost 
instantly. To them would be added the complaint of those who 
would experience difficulties in trading with the various new 
states. It may also well be that the next generation would 
not be able to appreciate the motives that guided those who 
made the peace. To let a preventive peace lapse, once it has 
been imposed by force, is beset with traps as the fate of the 
Versailles Treaty shows. Tne old slogan of politics, that any¬ 
thing not really necessary is harmful might apply to the dis¬ 
memberment of Germany. 
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To cut Germany apart and keep the several states separate 
indefinitely, regardless whether the population puts up with 
or resists such a solution is in itself possible. Conse¬ 
quently whether the Germans are for or against 'regionalism* 
does not matter so much as many believe. But if a sample poll 
were taken in Germany on the subject, the results would be 
overwhelmingly against dismemberment. 

It is natural that the voices of separatism are heard in 
the Allied countries more often than those content with a 
united Reich. Movements of that kind are news. The opposition 
sees no object in shouting from the rooftops or in organizing 
under a slogan of unity. They feel sure of themselves. More¬ 
over, in the enemy countries, few think of trying to influence 
public opinion as do the separatists, who of course see their 
opportunity. 

Numerically the strongest party after defeat will be the 
Social Democrats. At least, the writer knows nothing that 
indicates that another equally important political party is 
forming. Since its beginning, this labor-white collar party 
has invariably been pro-Reich. Being a mass movement, it has 
always feared that 'forces of reaction' would become all too 
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powerful in smaller units; quite logically, it favored the 
transfer of rights and privileges appertaining to the Bundes- 
staaten, or later, the Laender, to the central government. 

It is considered the Reich relatively progressive, the Laender 
relatively stagnant. 

The two convictions that grew up naturally among the rank 
and file were the Einheit des Reiches, unity of the Reich, and 
a federal system for Europe. These ideals were stronger than 
any Marxist doctrine. This holds true for the entire laboring 
class, including the communists. It has been indoctrinated 
with the principle of the absolute unity of the Reich, which 
Nazism has largely realized. The writer happens to know that 
Stalin is almost passionate in his conviction that "frontiers 
between those tiny 'provinces' are ridiculous". 

Certain antagonisms exist between the North and South, 
but the tone is more or less amiable. The relatively apoli¬ 
tical Rhinelanders are neutral listeners. The South is 
undoubtedly the first to criticise. The North's contribution 
is denunciation, especially of the Bavarians, for their 
Schlamperei (slipshodiness). The South dislikes Prussian or 
Hanseatic rigidity, their sharp voices, etc. It's chiefly a 


matter of temperament, as it is in other countries, between 
North and South or West and East. 

In tense periods such differences can accentuate poli¬ 
tical antagonism to the verge of separatism. The movement 
might gain some strength if a sauve qui peut mood seized the 
Germans under the impact of defeat and the demands of the 
United Nations, or if after the eastern part of Germany had 
come under the swray of the Red Army the sole refuge were with 
the Western Allies. Then the western and southern laender 
would probably hasten to declare themselves autonomous in 
order to be able to appeal to the Western Allies with a 
semblance of sovereignty. It might well happen that the 
Reich will fall asunder in this manner. 

The great majority of the bourgeoisie would also be 
against dismemberment. Only two groups are distinctly in 
favor of it; part of the clergy in the South, especially in 
Bavaria, and certain big industrial and financial interests 
on the lower Rhine, in Cologne (mostly Catholic) and in the 
Ruhrbasin with its fringes. 

If we can judge by events during the French occupation 
of the Ruhr in 1923, the later circles will argue chiefly on 



economic grounds. They would try to get the enormous wealth 
of these regions (Das Rheingold) out of the bankrupt's estate, 
i.e., the Reich's and found a state of their own, which would 
have, as they hope, only assets. The considerable propaganda 
launched on behalf of this program under French protection fell 
flat. 

Undoubtedly in Bavaria and adjacent regions to the West 
and South there is agitation for a separatist party, originating 
chiefly with the lower clergy and some families of the high 
aristocracy. It will find a response with the peasants, 
especially in Upper Bavaria, but little in the towns. 

The motives for loyalty to the Reich are the same as 
everywhere else in Germany, patriotic and economic. As far as 
the economic situation is concerned, a small group of entre¬ 
preneurs would profit from a division of Germany, but most of 
the inhabitants in the small states would live precariously, 
in a condition of synthetic economic depression. Separatism 
would lead to a renaissance of 19th century capitalism. The 
Rhineland might prosper. Other parts would fall into poverty, 
especially the East-Elbian provinces, old Prussia. This may 
be at the bottom of the plans for dividing Germany. Germans 



living under economic circumstances that go against the grain 
of today's economy would not only impoverish Europe, their 
political reactions would make Europe restless and fearful, 
the very condition that brews wars. 

A Germany severely punished and deprived of means of 
aggression might be pacified in the true constructive sense 
of the word, but not a conglomeration of impotent states 
whose citizens would long to be united in a new Reich and feel 
justified in their demand. The scattered states would be 
united in the role of the new Sick Man of Europe, and the 
consequences would be even worse than in the case of Turkey. 
It is not possible to gauge them now but about their character 
there is no doubt. 

To make security the sole guide in formulating terms for 
Germany would defeat its own ends. It may be, as mentioned 
in a previous memorandum, that in the traditional sense the 
Germany at which the peace is directed will not exist after 
unqualified defeat. Even were she permitted to keep her 
military strength in all its splendor, she would be second to 
the USSR. Since Napoleon's days the distance between the 
first and second military power in Europe, or even a coalition, 
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has not been so great as it will be after this war. This is 
bound to react strongly on Germany; ana the men who habitually 
and by training think about politics in terms of armed 
strength will be the first to recognize the new relation. 

They will concentrate on defense first and last. 

There is no greater peril for lusting peace than a settle¬ 
ment that does not take into account the actual fundamentals 
of the situation it is intended to fit. 


PSF: £)££»*** 



Miss Grace Tully, 
The White House. 


Dear Grace: 

Will you please bring this to the attention 
of the President. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


11 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


SUBJECT: Interrogation of German Prisoners of War 

1. The following information you may find of 
value: 

2. From D-day until the 24th of September, the 
Psychological Warfare Branch of FHQ (which is made up of 
representatives of PWE, OWI and OSS) has interrogated more 
than 170 German prisoners of war. They included seven 
officers, a major among them, and represented all ages and 
all regions of Germany. 

3. ATTITUDE OF DEFEAT 


Only 8 out of this number believed in German 
victory, and of these 4 were officers. The reasons given 
for the probable defeat of Germany were: 

(a) War weariness of Germany and present 
vigor of the United States; 

(b) Overwhelming production in the United 
States, and, what they considered more 
decisive, its transport to the battle 
fronts; 



(c) Systematic destruction of German cities 
in a bombing effort they admired even 
more than they resented; 

(d) The disappearance of the Luftwaffe from 
battle fronts as well as the industrial 
regions of Germany; 

(e) Germany's predicament in a two-front war; 

(f) Admiration for Allied artillery. 

4* Over and above these reasons, it was plain that 
in the minds of all these prisoners of war, the Russian front 
was decisive. 

5. About 80% believed that the war will be over by 
Christmas; the others believed in German defeat within twelve 
months. The eight who believed in German victory thought it 
would take two years more. 

6. The most profound defeatism was noted among the 
prisoners from Westphalia and other heavily bombed areas. The 
lowest morale was found among men 17-20 years of age, and 35-45. 
It was remarked that for the first time the opinion of 
professional soldiers, including non-commissioned officers, 

was not different from that of draftees. 



7. REASONS FOR CONTINUING TO FIGHT 

Asked why they continued to fight on for what they 
idered a lost cause, they offered the following reasons: 

(a) Brutal treatment expected after the war 
by Germans who have seen what was done 
to Poles and Russians (90 had heard this 
propaganda; 70 % believed it completely 
and volunteered certainty of inflation 
again, hard labor in enforced exile, the 
breaking up of families and the sterilization 
by the Jews of 20% of all German males; 

(b) Splendid discipline of German army only 
slightly altered (90 % of the prisoners 
described the relations between officers 
and enlisted men as excellent); 

(c) Hope for a negotiated peace, reflecting 
the propaganda that the plutocracies will 
join in the end the German "crusade" against 
Bolshevism; 

(d) Belief that stubborn German resistance, 
threatening a million Allied casualties, 
would bring better peace terms; 

(e) Six out of seven officers volunteered the 
information that the Allies would join with 
Germany in fighting the "Yellow Peril." 

3. ATTITUDE ON DEMOCRACY 


No single prisoner pretended or seemed to believe 
i-his is an ideological war. Of all prisoners, 85% (and 
L prisoners younger than 22 years old, 99%) had no 
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conception of democracy but "freedom", i.e. a "state of 
anarchy", some said. In lengthy discussion many came to 
admit that "Democracy is a wonderful thing but impossible 
for Germany ", (they still need a leader - " If Hitler is 
a bad leader, then we must find a better leader"). There 
is complete cynicism toward Hitler and other Nazi leaders. 
Asked why they don't do away with these leaders, they all 
suggested that this would being no better peace terms -- a 
further indication, that they think of the war from the point 
of view of geopolitics. The possibility of internal 
revolution was denied by 90%, but 25% believed that Hitler 
might step aside as had Mussolini. All express fear and 
hatred of Russia. Incidentally, this is true of Serbs, 
Alsatians and others serving in the German army. All ex¬ 
pressed the hope that if Germany is defeated British and 
American troops will occupy ahead of Russian. Asked whether 
the Anglo-Saxons would "control" the Russians, the prisoners 
were equally divided. 
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9. CENSORSHIP AND 1'ADjO CONTROL 

It appears that the consorship of mail has broken 
down. Of six hundred letters, only two were censored and 
all painted horrendous pictures of tho bombings. Although 
there is a death penalty, 80 * of the prisoners had at one 
time or anothor listened to foreign broadcasts. Some 60* 
have oeen Allied leaflets and 10C& who had been on the 
Russian front, had seen Russian leaflets. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


* -/J 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

12 October 1943 


Miss Grace Tulty, 

The White House. 

Dear Grace: 

Will you show this to the President please. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

LyCyj 

William J. Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 



1. On the 23rd of September, while with 
the 5th Army, it was made very clear that little help 
could be obtained from the disorganized units of the 
Italian Army. Thereupon I wrote the attached letter 


to General Clark, suggesting the organization of 
"operational groups" (such as OSS has) from volunteers 
of the Italian forces. 


2. We have received a cable from Colonel 
Huntington, who is in charge of our unit with the 5th 
Amy, stating that the plan has been approved upon the 
following conditions: 

(a) The groups must be non-political. 

(b) Opposition to the King and Badoglio 
must be carefully avoided. 

(c) The groups must be military organi¬ 
zations headed by Italians. 

(d) Operations will be carried out only 
if so ordered by the Commander of the 5th 
Any- 



copy 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

23 September 1943 


SUBJECT: Organization of Italian Operational Groups for 
Employment with Allied Forces. 

TO : Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark 

(Thru: Maj. Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther) 

FROM : William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic Services. 


r * Y ? s ^ ferda y. together with Lt. Col. John Whitaker, 

I talked at Capri with Benedetto Croce—well known Italian 
philosopher and writer. 


2 , Mr. Croce, since 1924, has been the roost courageous, 
aggresive and elfective opponent of Fascism. By published 
articles and open statements he has denounced totalitarianism 
and attacked fascist rule in Italy. The regime feared to 
arrest him. He has taken refuge in Capri only at the insis¬ 
tence ol tne Allies in order to avoid capture by the Germans. 

3. In the course of our talk, Mr. Croce analyzed the 
present psychological state of the Italian people, including 
their political thinking and their present attitude towards 
tne war. .'e asked him what he considered the one most impor¬ 
tant means o. fusing his people and restoring their self 
respect. 


4. His reply was instant and unequivocal. It is to 
give them the opportunity to enlist voluntarily in a fighting 
jorce under their own flag to fight by the side of tne Allies. 

. 5. I respectfully endorse tnese views and suggest that 

tms would be a means of establishing a focal ooint for 
resoivmg tne present difficulties and uncertainties of the 
various political elements of Italy; would bring to one place 
the residue ol the fighting spirit; would serve to bind the 
people to the Allies; would give some assurance of earning 
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the right to a free election in the selection of their own 
government, and would symbolize their consolidated active 
resistance to Germany and the German army. 

6. In principle, I recommend the following manner of 
organization: 

(a) To select a well-known Italian of military 
background as the titular head, such a man as Maj. Gen. 
Pavone, a pronounced anti-Fascist with an excellent record 
in the last world war. 

(b) To provide for the assimilation of those 
volunteers as a fighting force under the rules of the Geneva 
Convention. 

(c) To give these volunteers the right to carry the 
flag of their own country—Italy. 

(d) Provide originally for tneir recruitment in 
small detachments of "operational groups," such as already 
exist under directive of the Joint Cniefs of Staff, in the 
case of American citizen of Italian origin in OSS. 

(e) That instructors from SOE and OSS be attached 
to these groups for training in modem methods of demolition 
and in the tactics of irregular warfare. 

(f) That for the purpose of obtaining immediate 
organization and employment of these grdups, the Office of 
Strategic Services is prepared to make available such funds 
as may be necessary, and although I have not had the 
opportunity of seeing our British colleagues, I believe 
they would also contribute. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/s/ William J. Donovan 
Brigadier General, USA 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


15 Ootobor 1943 


Mlao Gruoo Tully 
Tho White llouao 

Dear Oraoo - 


you wantod. 


I hope thla la »hat 


Sinoaroly, 

William J. Donovan 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House. 

Dear Grace: 

Will you please show this to the President 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William U. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D C. 


19 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

From a well informed traveler, we have just 
received, as of September 24, 1943, the following in¬ 
formation from direct observation in Austria: 

"There is little food, except bread, 
no fruit. On the black market, however, 
there is obtainable coffee at 300 marks 
per kilo and tea at 200 marks per kilo. 

All German officials admit openly that 
they are short of coffee, and also cigar¬ 
ettes. 

"Considerable numbers of Greek and 
irench foreign labor were observed in 
Vienna. 

"People are gloomy; morale is low. 
Numerous cripples and blind people are 
seen on the streets. The old discipline 
and order is no longer noticeable. People 
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brood over their future." 


William J( Donovan 
Director 


Donovan 1 • 
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Dot 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I have had made for you by our map group a 
relief model of Italy and adjacent areas (Corsica, 
Sardinia, Crete and Tunis area), scale 1:500,000 (one 
inch to eight miles), colored. 

This is similar to the maps we have made for 
the study of our special operations and I really think 
you will be pleased with it. You might even want to 
have it in your office to follow the operations as they 
move. 



If it does please you and you would be interested 
in other theaters, I will see that the maps are made for 
you. This is a special job done by our own people and 
requires great care and skill. 

I will get in touch with Grace Tully and see how 
best it can be delivered. 

J*t/a.' /r *. f / A/A si v / f A 
<1^, / y j'/ sj. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

Will you please show this to the 
President? Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 


William#. Donovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


23 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Visit of Italian Admiral 


You will recall that in our recent 
conversation I informed you that OSS had located 
and secured the services of an Italian admiral. 

He and his wife arrived in Washington by plane 
yesterday. OSS has obtained living quarters for 
the couple in Washington and is taking care of 
their well-being. 

The individual, Vice Admiral Eugene 
Minisini, Retired, is reputed to have exceedingly 
valuable technical knowledge on Axis ordnance. 

OSS brought him to this country to place him at 
the disposal of the Navy and also the Arny. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


October 23* 1943* 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

TEE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE 

DO you think It advisable 
that I should see Dr. Subasic? 

F. D. R. 



Enclosures: Copy of the 

attached memorandum, together 
with a letter from Dr. Subasis 
addressed to the President, aatea 

Oct. 19 , 1943 . 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D C 


21 October 1943 


Mies Groce Tully, 

The White House. 

Dear Graco: 

Will you please «how this to the President. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Williara J. Donovan 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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21 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


During nv last conversation with you, you showed 
a great deal of interest in the Balkan Theater of Operations. 
Since that time I had a very interesting talk with the Ban 
oi Croatia, whose letter to you I am enclosing herewith. 

The Ban is willing to go for OSS first to Italy 
and later to make an appearance in Yugoslavia proper in 
order to establish direct contact with the political and 
military leaders of Croatia. He understands that he will go 
merely as a soldier and patriot to assist us in our fight 
against the enemy. 6 


The Ban believes that now is the propitious time 
to contact not only the resistance groups in that country, 
^f nera l Staff of Croat Puppet Government army, 
r s t ron g- The Ban knows the officers and the Chief 
ol the General Staff, and is ready to embark upon winning 
them over to our side. 


During my talk with the Ban no political commit- 
ments of any kind were made by me to him, and he understands 
that he can go only as a soldier on behalf of our common 
cause to assist us - 


1. In eliciting all possible information 
re present conditions in Yugoslavia; 

2. In persuading the military leaders of 
the Croatian Puppet Army to join us; and 

3. To establish liaison with TITO, with whom 
he hopes to work very closely. 


- 2 - 


The Ban told me that it would aid him tremendously 
in carrying out his duties, and would greatly facilitate 
his future tasks, if he could have an interview with you, 
not in his diplomatic capacity, but merely as a patriot 
who is working for the common cause. I told him that 
I could give him no such assurance that you will see him, 
but that I would be glad to present his request to you. 

During his stay in this country for the last 
eighteen months, the Ban steadfastly refrained from contact¬ 
ing any officials in the State Department because he 
thought it might embarrass Ambassador Fotich. The Ban 
disapproves of the present Yugoslav Government for he 
feels that it merely is occupied with the perpetuation 
in power of the Pan-Serbian groups, who think in terms of 
Serbs only, and not in terms of a federated Yugoslavia in 
which all groups - Serbs, Croats and Slovenes - are equally 
represented. 

The Ban, who fought in the last war as a Serbian 
officer, is very popular among the 5,000,000 Croats. They 
regard him as their champion and leader. 

I believe that the Ban can be of great value to 
us in paving the way for our forces. 

I do not wish to urge you to grant the Ban an 
interview, yet if you feel inclined to do so, I am sure 
that it will imbue him with great enthusiasm to carry out 
the responsible tasks assigned by me to him. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D C. 



In accordance with your wiuh, I have had made 
a;i evaluation of the causes for tile deterioration of the 


Greek situation. I am assured by my people that the 
British in that area confii-m this evaluation: 

"1. Food: A famine of Lnc proportions of the 
one of 1941-42 menaces Greece if she is not freed 
prior to the arrival of winter. 

"2. King: There is no uoubt th-t on over¬ 
whelming democratic sentiment exists among the 
Greeks. Insisting that the King return prior to 
t*ie holding of elections v.ill only provoke incidents 
and consolidate the opposition. 

"3. Dodecanese : Guarantees ore wanted tn-t 
the Greeks will get the Dodecanese Islands. The 
current British policy of keeping the Greeks out 
of participation in militui'y operations and in 
future civil administration in the Dodecanese 
alienating both Dodecanese and Greek sentiment. 

"4. The whole of Greece is united in a 
trend against tnc Britisn due to the refusal by the 
Middle last Command to employ Greek troops in the 
Greek islands. 

“5. The Greeks are afraid that tneir 
national interests ere placed in jeopardy by the 
establishment of Ttaly as a co-belligerent. 


All Greeks hate and deplore this arrangement. 
Based on several episodes that nave taken place 
in the islands and in Greece itself, the Greeks 
keenly distrust the Italians as lighting allies. 

"6. The communist-led FAM is the largest 
organization in Greece. Fighting is taking place 
between the Nationalist bands and the EA.M during 
the current partial evacuation toward the north 
by the Nazis. It is claimed that the communist 
leaders of FA II with a view to taking over after 
Greece is freed are attempting to monopolize 
resistejice organizations.” 


/W 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


25 October 1943 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Pear Grace: 

Attached is a memorandum for the 
President v/hicn contains information he asked 
me to obtain. Would you please see that he 
receives it? Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 




Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I am attaching a memorandum reporting a 
conversation which I thought might be of interest 
to the President. 

Sincerely, 

fcP/cs 


William J. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C 


27 October 1943 



Tne following was obtained from a conversation 
with certain of our people with Andre Philip in London: 

"As at former times, Philip again gave the 
impression that he was more interested in action than 
in intelligence. The political aspects of resistance 
are under his control and the military side under Giraud. 

He made it plain, however, that he regarded resistance 
as being primarily political in character and seemed to 
ieel confident that the remnants of Giraud's secret army 
were being absorbed into the resistance groups. The 
much-talked-of secret army at present forming in France 
is an attempt to amalgamate various resistance groups 
for concerted para-military action on X-day. The method 
of organisation is the following: Officers of the armistice 
array go into hiding for a period, after which they return 
with a new identity and by entering into contact with 
various resistance groups in the locality, set up a chain 
of command and lay plans for mobilisation at the strategic 
moment. Hence the secret army cuts across the lines of 
individual resistance groups. It is impossible to say 
how many men the army includes, but it is likely that 
there are about 100,000. 

.. . . "Philip feels that there may very well be no 
lighting in France, since the German array may very well 
withdraw to northern France in an attempt to defend a 
line from the Jura to the Somme, with the possibility of 
falling back on the Maginot Line. He thinks that this 
may happen even before an Allied landing takes place. 
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"Philip spoke of the resistance movements and 
general tendency to unify all pro-allied sentiment in 
France. He said that the University was the best source 
of resistance leaders, since it had proved to be about 
95# anti-collaborationist and active in resistance. 

"Philip talked at some length about the new 
Consultative Assembly which is in the process of being 
set up in Algiers and which will hold its first session 
in November. He looked upon it as forming the nucleus 
of a structure which would develop into a parliamentary 
regime. Already four distinct political groups are 
being formed, - largely as a result of this framework 
having been imposed by Philip. Of the twenty former 
members of the Parliament, three are Communists, five are 
Socialists, five belong to the left center (from the 
radical Socialists to the popular Democrats) and the 
seven right-wing and center Conservatives form a fourth 
group. Ten of the representatives coming out of France 
have also aligned themselves with these political groupings. 
Three are Communists and I believe he said four are 
Socialists. The other three or four are divided between 
the left center and the Conservative groups. Members of 
the French Committee of Liberation may be questioned by 
the Consultative Assembly following special invitations 
issued to them for their attendance at the Assembly 
sessions. Philip thought that there might be a general 
reconstitution of the Committee of Liberation to conform 
more closely to the balance of political forces within 
the Consultative Assembly. Tne Committee still contains 
some civil servants who lack decision and, in fact, are 
terrified by the necessity of deciding anything. He 
referred quite frankly to ae Gaulle as being the Premier, 
with Giraud as Commander-in-Chief, and stated that de Gaulle 
and Giraud jointly occupied the post of what would corres¬ 
pond to the Presidency. 

"Philip thought that the great majority of the 
French police (perhaps ninety per cent) could be retained. 
This was somewhat surprising to me in view of the charges 
which I have recently heard that the new French police 
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have proved more dangerous to the French underground than 
the Nazis. Philip, however, denied this vehemently, 
pointing out several examples which definitely proved 
that the French police were for the most part more than 
friendly to the resistance movement. 

"The most important changes in the administrative 
structure, Philip said, would have to take place in the 
Judiciary. He thought that as many as eighty per cent 
of the present judges would have to be changed. 

"We questioned Philip at some length on the 
lines of thought which were developing within the French 
Committee of Liberation with regard to the post war con¬ 
stitutional structure of France. He stated that while 
no final formula had been drawn up there was fairly 
general support for the retention of a substantial por¬ 
tion of the Third Republic constitution with certain modi¬ 
fications. It is difficult to tell whether these views 
represent Philip*s own convictions or whether they are a 
concensus of French Committeemen and resistance leaders. 

At any rate, the following constitutional system is 
outlined: 


"There would be one parliamentary house with 
plenary powers, elected by a *scrutin de liste* in the 
departments without proportional representation. In 
addition, there would be a Consultative Assembly, half 
of the membership of which is to be composed on the lines 
of the former French Senate and the other half to repre¬ 
sent industries and other functional groups. The Assembly 
would elect the President for a long period, possibly ten 
or fifteen years. He would be non-political and would no 
longer have the right of changing the Premier. However, 
he would serve as chairman of the committee which would 
control the Judiciary. The Assembly would elect the 
Premier by a maiority vote and the Premier would select 
his Cabinet members as formerly. During the first two 
years of a parliament, no .Ministry could be ousted by an 
ordinary interpellation unless after such an interpellation 
two weeks were allowed to elapse and a formal interpel¬ 
lation were directed against the Premier himself. No 



Assembly could be dissolved by the Premier, but if after 
the Assembly had been in power for two years, it should 
oust the Premier by a formul interpellation, the Assembly 
would be automatically dissolved and a now election held. 

The French Committee system of the Cnaaber would remoin 
somewhat as under the Third Republic, but an effort would 
be made to strengthen both the powers of the Executive and 
of the Committees themselves in the drawing up of legis¬ 
lation. When a bill would be presented finally to tho 
Assembly, the latter would be deprived of the right of 
amendment and must either accept or reject it as a whole. 

Philip rogarded this proposal as of extreme importance in 
curbing the irresponsibility of a legislative assembly. 

■We asked M. Philip about Russia and the problem 
of the Eastern frontiers. He thought that tho Soviets 
would definitely retain the Baltic States and thut nothing 
could be done about it. Hu ulso was convinced that the 
Soviets would keep the Eastern hulf of Poland. Poland, 
ho indicated, would cortainLy be compensated by the an¬ 
nexation of East Prussia and part of Silesia. The balance 
of Polish power would thus shift westward and this circum¬ 
stance might help to improve relations with Czechoslovakia, 
which.are at present so strained. He said that the present 
conservative Polish Government was naturally opposed to tho 
loss of what was formerly the conservative district of Eastern 
Poland and was likewise disturbed at the prospect of the 
forces of industrial and social democracy being strengthened 
as a result of the shifting of power to the industrial districts 
of Silesia and East Prussia." 
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The following comes from one of our men in 

Stockholm: 


"According to evidence which is considered reliable, 
there is now in the process of being organized in Stockholm 
a Free German Committee which is patterned after the Committee 
that was organized in Moscow. (Please refer to the Legation’s 
Telegram No. 2622 August 20th of this year). Communists, 
Social Democrats and the leading Refugee Trade Unionists 
from Germany have been holding conferences during the past 
fortnight. An invitation was tendered to the Social Demo¬ 
crats to join the Committee which the Communists in Stockholm 
are undertaking to organize, but this invitation was declined 
by the representatives of the Social Democrats. 

"The Social Democratic Representatives have been 
informed by the Communists that a Committee such as the 
one mentioned above is being organized, and that represen¬ 
tation has been obtained from refugee Germans at the Uni¬ 
versity of Uppsala. According to reports, there have been 
persons with Communist sympathies among the German refugees 
at Uppsala. 

"It is further claimed by the Communists that 
the Community of the German Church in Stockholm has provided 
representation. These persons are understood to have con¬ 
servative leanings and have not been politically inclined 
but have demonstrated their feeling against the Nazis by 
declining to respond to notices to perform service in the 
armies of Germany. 



"An active part in the organization of the 
Committee is being taken by the Swedish Communist party. 

The person from whom the legation obtained this informa¬ 
tion is of the belief that the Communists among the German 
refugees have been in communication with the Committee at 
Moscow and that the Swedish Communists were the medium , 
through which such communication was established. There 
is no concrete evidence to support this, however. 

"Y.hen a meeting takes place this week, the 
refugee group of the Social Democrats will delegate some 
person to attend it in the capacity of an observer. 

"It is indicated in a report of the meetings which 
took place between the refugee Social Democrats and the 
refugee German Communists that the following argument is 
being used for the association of the Moscow Committee 
with the German military representatives. 

"The object of this association is to endeavor 
to penetrate the military groups of the Germans. That is 
to say: That the Communists expect to expedite the collapse 
of Nazi Germany by means of appeals from territory which 
has been captured from Germany." 



tnA 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
' WASHINGTON. D. C. 

29 October 1943 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I an attaching a memorandum on the Balkan 
situation which I wish you woulu see gets to the 
President. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


f 


William J. Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D C. 

29 October 1943 


SEP 1 0 1974 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


Referring to my previous letters of October 25 
and October 28, here is additional information on the Balkan 
situation. The following refers to the Albanian political 
situation: 


«1. Among both Republicans and Royalists, there 
abound confidence in the statements made in December, 1942, 
by Premier Molotov and Secretary of State Hull. However, 
Foreign Secretary Eden*s reservations about boundaries have 
caused disquiet. 

"2. Concerning boundary problems, it is thought 
that the British, because of their interests in the Balkans, 
have secretly recognized the persistent claims of Creek 
representatives in London and Cairo. Albanian claims on 
Kossova in the North are still made, since the Patriots ao 
not recognize Italian seizure of this region. 


"3. Distrust is created by the fact that Albania 
has not been allowed to join the United Nations._ They 
argue that their acceptance among the United Nations is 
justified by their guerilla operations which prevented 
actual Italian occupation. They are irritated by the 
granting of cobelligerency status to Italy. 


"4. Every party agrees that it is extremely 
essential for a government to be established. The Republi¬ 
cans desire a National Committee, similar to that of France, 
under the leadership of Fannoli, in the United States; 

Mirach Ivanaj at Istanbul; Mithad Frashen or Mehdi Frashen 
Albania. The Royalists desire only King Zog. Some Re- 
publicans feel that as a final expedient a government which 
included King Zog would be better than no government at 
all, but this only with misgivings and as an utter emergency 
The popular feeling is certainly not monarchist but 
democratic. 



n 5. Concerning the creation of an Albanian 
Legion, as in the first World War. Failure of Otto of 
Austria regarded irrelevant as Albania is not a satellite 
of the Axis but rather a victim." 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C.(25) 



29 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

You will be pleased to know that on 
October 10th we sent one of our planes to a 
landing field in Greece and delivered certain 
supplies there. There were a number of American 
airmen in hiding and we were able to bring out 
fourteen of them. 

A//. 

William 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON 0 C 


3 November 1943 


Mies Grace Tully 
The while House. 


Dear Grace: 

Will you pleaco show this to the President. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

(b'dx 


William J. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


I 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 


29 October 1943 




Dear Grace: 

Attached is a memorandum for the 
President on the Balkan situation. Would you 
please see that he receives it? Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

(JPiU 

William J. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C 


28 October 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


With reference to my memorandum of October 25th 
here is additional information on the Balkan situation: 

"1. All political leaders, with the exception 
of the fighting forces, are regarded apathetically 
by the people. The fighting forces are composed of 
two parts - the Cetniks, lead by Mihailovitch, and 
the Partisans, led by Tito. Nearly all the Cetnik 
units are east of the Tara and Drina Rivers in old 
Serbia. Their strength is customarily exaggerated. 
Their greatest strength is given as 15,000 b^ the 
Deputy Commander for Mihailovich in South Dalmatia, 
Colonel Zujozich, who came here a short time ago. 
These men are nearly all Serbians. Disturbances 
among the population are created by Mihailovich's 
title as Jugoslav commander-in-chief and Minister 
of V.ar, which is obviously opposed to fact. 

*2. The Partisans are led by Tito, whose true 
name is Josip Broz. Their official designation is 
the National Army of Liberation. They are made up 
of men from every region of the country and they are 
engaged in hostilities in every part of the country, 
even including old Serbia. This is in favorable 
contrast to Mihailovich's relative lack of activity 
and narrow field. Each day, Tito's forces are grow¬ 
ing. Two Italian divisions, the Garibaldi and the 
Venezian, joined his forces following the fall of 
Italy, and added considerably to Tito's supplies. 

The chief fields of Partisan activities against the 
Nazi are ttest Crotia, Bosnia, Dalmatia ana Slovenia. 
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"3. Included in the political goals of the Partisans 
is the establishment of a federated Jugoslavia with 
a government selected by democratic elections. This 
aim is extremely popular. There-is no factual founda¬ 
tion for the allegation of communism made against the 
Partisans. Such inclinations are found only among 
a small part of the rank and file or the leaders. 

"4. The Government-in-Exile anticipates that 
Mihailovitch, with assistance from the Allies, will 
reestablish the monarchy with the present cabinet 
and with Pan-Serbian inclinations. This is stated 
in confidence by General Givkovith, Deputy of the 
King as Commander in Chief, and by Prime Minister 
Purich. The Government is not representative of 
the population, and causes controversy between factions 
which frequently terminate in grave clashes. The 
people are irritated that the United States and 
Britain protect the Government-in-Exile. With most 
of the Slovenes, Croatians and Serbians the prestige 
of Britain has seriously suffered. These people 
are also firmly against General Givkovith, who, 
under King Alexander, was Dictator. 

"5. Ncdich's puppet government in Serbia is extremely 
dislixed and Pavelich in Croatia is spiritedly scorned 
and hated. Pavelich is backed by his Ustashi militia, 
a small number of the people and by Nazi military 
forces. 

"6. The United States is considered as reactionary 
by the Serbians. Vie are more amicably regarded than 
are the British, by other Jugoslavs. They expect 
us to give material support, both during and sub¬ 
sequent to the war, particularly medicines and food, 
which they vitally require. Tito made a recent complaint 
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about the shortage of supplies and has asked that 
supplies receive priority over the sending of more 
Allied personnel. 

"7. Outside of old Serbia and with the exception of 
some of the Slovene clericals, who are a tiny part of 
the Slovenes, the monarchy is quite unpopular today. 

King Peter is popularly believed to be a youth under 
the control of political and officer cliques possessing 
Pan-Serbian inclinations. The population is irritated by’ 
the sizeable allowance made to Peter and particularly 
by his becoming engaged, during the war, to Alexandra. 

n 8. There is no genuine understanding between the 
Government-in-Exile and the Soviet Union. The principal 
barrier to such an understanding is Mihailovitch. 

Although it is frequently stated in rumors, there is 
no definite evidence which can be obtained of an accord 
between the Partisans and the Soviet Union. 

”9. Generally stated, most of the Jugoslavs desire a 
democratic Government and a federated Jugoslavia, cover¬ 
ing Slovene areas taken by Germany and Italy after the 
first World War. They are not definite on the means 
of accomplishing the former aim." 




William J. Donovan 
Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1943. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ACTIHO SECRETARY OF STATE 

I enclose a memorandum from 
William J. Donoran for your in¬ 
formation, and please return for 
■y files. 

Just what is the present 
status of the war criminals 1 trials? 
What is Pell and his group 

doing? 


F. D. R. 



/ y ' 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


27 October 1943 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I am enclosing a memorandum for the 
President. Will you please see that he receives 
it? Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



William J. Donovan 


r 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

25 October 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


You will recall that you asked me certain 
questions about the possibility for the trial of war 
criminals. I enclose a proposal, prepared by our 
Planning Group, which I sent to the State Department 
some months ago, which would have the United Nations 
conclude a convention for the extradition of Axis war 
criminals. 


You might think it advisable to consider the 
possibility of having as a term of your unconditional 
surrender a refusal to conclude an Armistice unless 
and until there should be turned over to the United 
Nations war criminals in areas held by the German armies. 

I have prepared a partial list of present 
German officials in that class of criminals, and will 
see whether other names might be included. 



CIA 


zz 


SE< 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D C. 


1 November 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 



The following is a digest of one of our reports 
"Reconnaissance of Dalmation Coast": 

■1. Between October 12 and 18, 1943 f Major 
Louis Huot*, a representative of British SIS and a 
representative of the Partisan Forces made two recon¬ 
naissance trips from the port of Bari to the Dalmation 
Coast to establish a maritime supply line to the 
Partisan Forces in Yugoslavia. These trips were the 
first by Allied vessels to this area during the 
present war. 


"2. The first trip constituted a recon¬ 
naissance of the island of Vis (Lissa). Vis was 
free of enemy forces and was guarded by approximately 
one thousand soldiers of whom at least 5% are women. 
Arms included captured Italian light weapons. No 
cannons or mortars were seen. Rigid discipline 
. governs the relation of men and women soldiers on 
field duty. Morale is high despite near starvation 
diet, lack of proper arras and clothing and atrocities 
by the Italian forces until Italy's capitulation. 
There is no evidence of enemy intelligence activities 
on Vis. 


"3. The second reconnaissance touched at 
Vis where the party was warmly received and proceeded 
to Hvar Island which is held by approximately eight 
hundred Partisan soldiers. The party proceeded 
thence to Podgora on the Mainland where it was re¬ 
ceived by Colonel Pavle Ilic, formerly Vice Chief 
of Staff to General Tito and presently Commander, 


our chief representative, 
with headquarters at Bari. 
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8th Army Corps. The journey from Hvar Island to 
Podgora was made down the channel between livar and 
Brae islands. The channel had been rained by 
Partisans with captured Italian mines and was 
watched by sentinels spaced at intervals of approxi¬ 
mately two nilos on each shore. 

"4. The intelligence obtained by the 
reconnaissance party included the following: 

Geographical boundaries of General 
Tito's 8th Array Corps; 

bj. Position of Axis forces in the area; 

Gerraan air power in the area which 
included 77 Stukas and *0 observation 

[ lanes. The main German air strength 
s centered at Zngreg to be shifted 
whore needed; 

d^ Dalraation island including defenses, 
hiding places for ships and inter¬ 
island communication." 



T.'illiam J. Donovan 
Director 



Mice Grace Tully, 
The White Houce. 


Dear Grace: 

Will you please chow the enclosed to the 

President. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

(3 OA. 


William J. Donovan 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D, C. 


1 November 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


One of our men sent me the following: 

"Word has come that a few days ago, the German 
court martial in Norway condemned ten Norwegian counter¬ 
espionage agents to die for their activities on behalf 
of Great Britain and the Norwegian Government. They 
were accused of sabotage, illegal weapons, munitions' 
traffic, wireless activities, murder and travel between 
England and Norway. 

"The executions have taken place. Six were 
from Oslo, one from Bergen, one from Aalesund, one 
from Toensberg and one from Televaag. All names are 
known to British, Norwegian and American counter-espionage 
offices. 


"The majority of these men had received their 
counter-espionage training in England and were sent to 
Norway to fulfill their special missions. Norwegian 
quisling informers are suspected." 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 




MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

I an leaving Tuesday or Wednesday to 
meet Stilwell and Mountbatten in New Delhi, und 
then to the Middle East, returning by way of 
Australia. 



» * 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


MoTsmbsr 0, 1943. 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ACTINO OKCltETARY OF STATE I 


thlsf 


Will you spoak to m* about 


K.D.R. 


».fnno"«inr 1 um to th" Rren., 1'’-. 

‘‘-nr Pono-t Shorvool, ro Thoodo-** Wo™'.*'* 
UOt 1 vltlSB eind th« Rondo-n Mpoiit clroulu- 
tlon •i-ion*’ .'Jnerican foonn. Attuchod In 
Seoret Msnorondua to tho Prss., 10-29-4** > 
with noton f-om Words, gutnlttod bv 3r1r. 
Oon. Dor.ovnn. 



29 October 1943 


MFMOR/JfDUM FOF THE PRESIDENT 


I beg you to read thl# carefully.. It 
contain. «n Id., that your .Hill .nd l»a*ln«tton 
could develop. 

I don't pretend to suggest what price 
should be p.ld by our government for th. hoped-for 
result. 


1£ the plan went through, and jj; th. 
culprit, w.r. delivered and fittingly tried and 
executed, .nd i£ unconditional lurmd.r resulted. 
It would strengthen your position morally at the 
pe.ce table. 


Russian propaganda Is evidently directed 
to this very purpose. 


This paper 1. presented by Theodore A. 
Horde, representative of th. Readers' Digest In 
Clro. H. worked originally for th. C01 and then 
-'or OWI. He subsequently became assistant to Alex 
Kirk In Cairo. He resigned to tax. the Readers' 
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The President 

Digest Job and nut tha parson concerned. 

Thl» a|nt pre-sen ted hi a plan to only two 
personal Brigadier Oanaral Patrick Hurlwy, when ha waa 
In Cairo aa paraonal representative of tha President, 
*nd Colonal Ouanthar, In oliarge of 088 In tha Middle 
Fast. Both ware aworn to aecreoy, and nalthar knowa 
the outcome of the plan or meetings. Both conaldarad 
the plan feaelble. Oenertl Hurley expressed a daalra 
to go to Turkey with thla agent to assist In the plan, 
but did not do ao, apparently becauaa hla orders did 
not permit him to participate. Colonel Guenther, while 
neither he nor 086 officially sponsored the action or 
plan of tills agent, gave every assistance to this agent 
In matters of transposition and contacts. 

, This agent traveled to Turkey as u war 
c 6 rrespondent' and at no time displayed any credentials 
other than his passport. 

This agent finally succeeded in establishing 
personal contact with von Papen after gaining the con¬ 
fidence of one Alexander Huatow, an antl-Hltler German, 
now a unlveralty professor In Turkey. Buttow In turn 
contacted von Papen’s closest friend, a llerr Poeth, 





Th* Pr«*ld*nt - 3 - 29 October 1943 

h*»d of th* D*utaoh* Orient Ban* In ZaUnbul, who 
arran**d th* *ctu*l a**tln(* *lth von P*p*n, 


William J. Donovan 
Dlr*etor 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

November 10, 1943 



KaiORANDUM PCR KISS TULIY 

I return herewith secret xaecioranda to the Presi- 
dent from Kr. Robert Sherwood and from General William 
Donovan relative to Theodore Horde. 

I discussed these memoranda with the President 
this afternoon in the car going to the airport and 
he approves the denial of a passport to Mr. Horde. 

In view of this discussion, I am not sending any 



Horambar 10, 1948 


MMRAXDUI fCH Bias TOUT 

I return har**lth aaorat »»oranda to th. h-Ml. 
<S*nt fro. Hr. Robart Sharwood and fro. Oanaral «liu u 
Donoran ralatlra to Thaodora Horda. 

I dlaouaaad that a naaoranda with tha Praaldont 
th!* In tha oar colng to tha airport and 

ha approwaa tha danlal of a paaaport to Hr. Horda. 
in ala* of thla dlaouaalon, I a. not aandln S any 

formal raply othar than thla. 

E. n. STETTIMUS, JR. 


snaa. 

^ro. Robart Sharwood. 
Oatobar 26, 1948, 
Fro. Oanaral Donoran, 
Octobar 29, 1946. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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see me VJ Unfi . aan named Theodore Horde came to 

nnf«f 6 * P V ,atSon had referred him to me. Morde had 
f e Sf t - n outfit, first under the Coordinator 

nffw 2 1 ? nd then v;ith 0171 » and had b een In our Cairo 
f rom° 0 '"’T ra ™ tha he deolded he wanted to resign 

e LreL , Jo J" the Culr0 of the Reader's Digest. 

anount^f troJbL! 6 ° ^ h ° ^ b ° 6n maMns a Certaln 

nn„. > lQ The .f t ?i! y i he brou e ht baok last week was an amazing 
Huri«» H h. h 1 ^ K hat Und ? r the s P° ns °rship of General Pat J 
Suh v™ p had b6 f n tb Istanbul and had had two Interviews 
1th \on Papen, in which he discussed a nossible deal for 
the overthrow of Hitler and the Nazi party. 

Knowing Morde, I was a bit leery of this — and 

J have heard from our Cairo office that General 
denounces Morde! ^ res >° nslblllby it and, in effect, 

„ - 1 U « S? in,T muk0 a ful1 report of this to tho Acting 

-ecre-ury of otate with the suggestion that Morde should not L 
a^ain be given u pusspurt to leave this country. 

. . 3ut, in my opinion, the really important part of the 
whole story lies in the activities abroad of the Reader's 
Jigost They are now printing a large edition in Africa 
in .-n 0 lis.i Tor distribution among our troops. Morde told 
me that this edition is going to be greatly exoanded and 
extended .or our troops all through North .Africa, Sicily 
and Italy. J 

you know, the Reader's Digest has become more 
and more bitter and partisan in its attacks on this Adminis¬ 
tration. In its world-wide circulation it is, in effect 
undoing the work that ray outfit is constantly trying to do 
overseas. They seen to be able to get plenty of paper for 
‘..cir expanded editions in places where we are hard-put-to-’t 
to get paper Tor such essentials as airplane leaflets. 

It is my suggestion that, in view of Morde*s 
dangerous activities, there might be some way to prevent the 


l8aur,n°® ° f any more puesports to non who aro soln^ 

tioH Jr*}h" £ oi ! ly , r ° r , th0 P urnOD ® of lnoroaslag th 

S?o2s:! or * Dl8,,t ' portloul - rl >' ■*»<* ° ur 


olrcula- 

own 


Robert Sherwood 
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see me. ^*^\IT55fJE*“K2 Theodore iford. came to 
previously boen wlthmyouUlt “° rda had 

Of Information and then with 0*1 an* h°? # K th * Coordinator 
office. Several months h b0en ln our Calro 
from OV.'I and joln“hc Ca?ro off \ “ " an , t0d tD real «“ 

• e agreed to let him go aa he had w Md8r 8 Digest, 

amount of trouble. ™ had beon nakln € « certain 

one: He^ld'^t^e”^ '** an ““*■« 

sfc^s“*s .^.ws!52? 

the overthrow of Hitler and the Nazi party! 91 ” 19 <l8Ql f ° r 
denounces Horde. ^ llty for At and » * n affect, 

S SS wtTS/.ES.SS'lS *“■ «•.«■» A.«„ 

again be given “ P a -P°rt h t e o 8 l U 'efv% 8t ^ n s t 2o a ^°y r ! 9 " 0t 

™ that 1 thie°edit*on 1 l8 t golng n to g b^ U gri^jl 9 " n 

°” i "°'- s ^~» ss'jfsrs.g 

and more bltter^nd ’purtlean^ln'ua 1 * 5 ?? 1 u“ B beoomo °° r e 
tratlon. m Its TOrld^MToSoSStlM^lt 1 !“ , thls Admlnis- 
nndolng the work that ray outfit Is oonatiStl 

L* SiLRs!^ " S5» ^ 

to get paper for suoh essentials as alrplMrieafletS!”'” 0 " 1 ” 

“Asjsras: sa a as tt . 



“V for* passport* to men who are going overseas 
solely for the purpose of increasing the circula¬ 
tion of the Reader's Digest, particularly among our own 
American troops. ^ 


Robert Sherwood 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D C. 


29 October 1943 


Miss Grace Tully 
The Vr’hite House 

Dear Grace: 

I am attaching two memoranda for the 
President. Would you please see that he receives 
them? Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

63 ;* 

Vi i Hi am J. Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

29 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I beg you to read this carefully. It 
contains an Idea that your skill and Imagination 
could develop. 

I don't pretend to suggest what price 
should be paid by our government for the hoped-for 
result. 

If the plan went through, and if the 
culprits were delivered and fittingly tried and 
executed, and if unconditional surrender resulted, 
it would strengthen your position morally at the 
peace table. 

Russian propaganda is evidently directed 
to this very purpose. 

This paper is presented by Theodore A. 
Morde, representative of the Readers' Digest in 
Cairo. He worked originally for the COI and then 
for OWI. He subsequently became assistant to Alex 
Kirk in Cairo. He resigned to take the Readers' 
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Digest job and meet the person concerned. 

This agent presented his plan to only two 
persons: Brigadier General Patrick Hurley, when he was 
in Cairo as personal representative of the President, 
and Colonel Guenther, in charge of OSS in the Middle 
East. Both were sworn to secrecy, and neither knows 
the outcome of the plan or meetings. Both considered 
the plan feasible. General Hurley expressed a desire 
to go to Turkey with this agent to assist in the plan, 
but did not do so, apparently because his orders did 
not permit him to participate. Colonel Guenther, while 
neither he nor OSS officially sponsored the action or 
plan of this agent, gave every assistance to this agent 
in matters of transportation and contacts. 

This agent traveled to Turkey as a war 
correspondent and at no time displayed any credentials 
other than his passport. 

This agent finally succeeded in establishing 
personal contact with von Papen after gaining the con¬ 
fidence of one Alexander Rustow, an anti-Hitler German, 
now a university professor in Turkey. Rustow in turn 
contacted von Papen's closest friend, a Herr Posth, 
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head of the Deutsche Orient Bank In Istanbul, who 
arranged the actual meetings with von Papen. 





William J. Donovan 
Director 
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• MEETING NO. 1 - October 5, 1943 
Place: Germany Embassy, Istanbul, Turkey 

THE FOLLOWING NOTES WERE WRITTEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING: 

I opened the meeting by addressing von Papen as 'Mr. Ambassador.' 
I explained that I had come on a highly secret and Important mission 
from the United States for the sole purpose of seeing him. I mentioned 
that last week I had been In Algiers for whatever Inference he might 
derive from that fact; that I had traveled thousands of miles by plane 
and that my presence in Istanbul was an absolute secret; that I had not 
yet registered with the Turks nor had I reported to the American 
Embassy. This pleased him very much. "Good," he said. 

I then said bluntly that I was not an Intelligence agent, that 
this interview was no trick, and that I came to him in complete good 
faith. I said that I wanted to speak openly, honestly and frankly and 
I wanted him to trust me implicitly. He then asked me If I would tell 
him Just who I was, and I replied that I wished to do so. I told him 
that because of the delicate nature of this mission I carried no cre¬ 
dentials other than ray passport, which I showed him. He noted the page 
which states "the bearer is Assistant to the American Minister, etc. 
to Egypt and asked if I had spent much time in the Middle East. I 
replied yes, approximately a year and a half, and explained that I had 
served in that capacity in my Job as Ass't, later Chief, of the OWI 
there. He read my name aloud and pronounced it with a heavy German 
accent as "Mord-a," and he referred to me throughout the interview 
from then on as "Mr. Morda." I told him that I was now traveling 
under the disguise of a correspondent and showed him ray pass; he ex¬ 
claimed with satisfaction when he saw my fingerprints on the pass, and 
said he was completely satisfied that I was who I represented myself 
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to be, and that he was pleased with my frankness and apparent honesty 
and open-and-above board manner. He said that he was very glad I 
had come and that he, frankly, too, wanted to meet me; that the very- 
fact that he had told Rustow and Posth that he would grant the inter¬ 
view proved how interested he was in what I might have to say. He 
then relaxed completely, smiled, offered me another cigarette, lighted 
it, and gave every evidence that he no longer entertained any sus¬ 
picions about me. Knowing that he had expressed to Rustow a fear that 
I might be an intelligence agent, I repeated again that I definitely 
was not one, that I knew nothing about intelligence «*nd that I was 
there solely to talk with him and present a plan for his considera¬ 
tion; that I came as a trusted messenger for persons I could not 
identify to him. I even pointed out to him that obviously the fact 
i was not a person of renown, and was a young man in appearance, 
aided me to come to him inconspicuously and without risk of suspicion 
and he agreed emphatically, seemihgly with renewed confidence in me. 

It was plain to see he now looked on me as a typical American, the 
out-and-out type with nothing to hide and willing to place his cards 
on the table. 

I then explained to him that I had with me a highly confiden¬ 
tial paper which outlined something in which he flight be very inte¬ 
rested; I warned him beforehand that what he read on that paper in 
no way represented the official views of the U.S. government; that 
the actual paper itself had been a plain piece of paper with no 
letterhead or any type of official marking. 
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I said that the message on that paper had merely been typed 
and that there wa* nothing on it to prove it came from any official 
U.S. gov't source or any other source; that if its contents were 
divulged no proof could ever be offered as to Its source, and that 
he had only my word to vouch for whether it represented anyone's 
true opinions or not. I said that I had not written It, but that I 
was here to find out If he might be Interested If the alms and de¬ 
tails expressed In that document could be worked out. 

I then gave him a magnifying glass and a tiny film - an actual 
photograph of the paper - and after much difficulty he was able to 
read It by holding the lens some four Inches away from the film. He 
was tremendously affected. It seemed to me that tears were very 
close to his eyes. He sat back and closed his eyes for a minute and 
then whatever reserve he had felt up to that moment broke. 

He began to talk. He asked me If there could be any hope that 
what he had read might be true. He said the time had come when the 
war must stop. He said he prayed that a Just peace would come soon, 
and that all this horrible bloodshed would stop. He said hundreds 
of thousands of Germans were homeless, with no place to go, because 
of Allied bombings. He said all Europe was threatened with Communism. 
He seemed then to catch himself, and Immediately I began to talk 
myself. 

I told him that I and every American, like him, wanted this 
war to stop. But, I said, the war will never stop and the bombings 
will never stop and the suffering will never end until Hitler and Nazi 
Totalitarianism have been expelled from Germany. As I said that, he 




nodded, as in confirmation. Watching his face closely, I said that 
the average American had no hatred for the German people, but that 
they did hate Hitler. That X hated Hitler. I hated what he had 
done to Germany, to its culture, its art, its very life. As I said 
this, I tried to say it with every ounce of sincerity I could. I 
said it again, and I could feel him respond; several times he nodded 
in agreement, and his eyes never left mine. 

I said that there was a chance of peace for Germany, a Just 
peace, a peace that would not again be based on terms like those in 
the Versailles treaty, but I said Americans felt, and America felt, 
that it was now up to the Germans to clean their own house, to GET 
HID of Hitler, and Goebbels, and Goering and Himmler and the rest of 
the criminals who had brought Germany to the state she was now in. 

Not once did he interrupt while I impressed on him our hatred for 
Hitler. 

I then told him in a quiet tone that I knew Germany and loved 
Germany; that many Americans knew and loved his country and some day 
hoped to live in peace with Germany; that our aim was peace not for 
Just another twenty or thirty years, but a hundred, even two hundred 
years. He said he, too, knew America, that he had many friends in 
America and had never wanted to feel any hatred towards America. But 
he said, our bombs are instilling in the Germans a hatred toward 
Americans that had never been there before; that he hoped they could 
be stopped before this hatred got deep, that up to the present the 
Germans mainly blamed the British. 

DECLASSIFIED 


- 4 - 


He then said our propaganda was wrong, that Americans seem to 
think all Germans are N azis. That,, he said, was not true . He said 
that if Americans only hated the Nazis, they should offer some hope 
to the Germans who were NOT Nazis; that now the Germans are afraid 
that they will all be included in the revenge that had been promised 
to them by us and the British. 

I told him we knew very well that not all Germans were Nazis, 
and that was why I tyad come to him. I said that it was commonly be¬ 
lieved in America that he hated Hitler and the Nazis; that it was be¬ 
lieved that he was one of the few great statesmen left in Germany and 
that if anyone could lead the Germans out of the mess they were in, he 
alone was the man. He was pleased at this. Then he said in an 
apologetic tone that books and the cinema and rumor had painted him in 
colors that were not true, always stressing mainly what he did as a 
captain in World War 1. He asked me if I could possibly believe he, 
as a captain, could really have done all the things he was accused of 
doing. 

He said people gave him credit for too many black deeds that in 
the first place, he had never been in a position of authority to per¬ 
form, as a mere captain. He said such wild things had been written 
and said about him that he had not even taken the trouble to issue a 
denial, that he felt it was beneath him to try to refute irresponsible 
journalists. He said in the last war his position had been different 
and after all, whatever he did, he did in behalf of his country, as 
any American would do in behalf of the U.S.A. He said if he had been 
able to remain in power as Chancellor that this war would never have 
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come about. He said that surely anyone who knew his career as a 
leader in Germany did not need to be told how he objected to Hitler's 
rise to power. "Unfortunately," he said, "Hindenburg was too old 
and he was not able to take the strong measures needed. "And then," 
he continued, "came Scheichler. As a result, I found it necessary 
to continue to serve Germany as best as I was permitted. 

I said: "But, sir, you are the one man who can re-form a new 
Germany. You are respected, not only in your own country but through¬ 
out the world, as one who has Germany's interests foremost in your 
heart." While he made no comment to this, it was obviously what he 
wanted to hear. I told him that he, with the possibility of again 
becoming the leader of a postwar Germany, now had the opportunity to 
hasten that day; that what America wanted was the immediate elimina¬ 
tion of Hitler, either his capture or death. I said I wanted to make 
myself perfectly clear; that if some way could be found whereby he 
could help achieve that objective, America was prepared to help in 
many different ways. I told him that if Hitler should suddenly be 
flown by plane out of Germany to a spot under American control, like 
Iceland, or No. Africa, or even No. Ireland, a reaction might set in 
in the U.S. such as was occasioned when Mussolini was suddenly re¬ 
moved from the Italian scene. I hammered this home. I said "You 
have seen how America/! welcomed Italy as a new ally and how Just 
her treatment of Italy has been since she surrendered." I said Italy 
will again be a great nation in the world. I pointed out how hatred 
for the Italians largely dissipated in the U.S. and England ohcesthe 
balloon had been pricked and the main object of their hatred, 

Mussolini, no longer figured in the picture. 
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I told him that the same thing not only might but probably 
would happen in the U.S. once Hitler were out. He asked me what 
would happen to Hitler, if such a thing should happen as, for in¬ 
stance, Hitler should be delivered into the hands of the Americans. 

I said I had no idea, but that I thought, as in the case of Hess, 
he would probably be treated as a prisoner of war in accordance with 
his former rank as head of a state, and confined in a safe place 
away from mob violence until such time as he could be accorded 
Justice and tried by a court to be established after the war. Ho 
then made a strange remark: he said there was a great fear in 
Germany over the prospect of the many leading figures being unjustly 
tried by a postwar court comprised of representatives of the United 
Nations; that it was only Just that these leaders be tried by 
German courts, that German Justice formerly had always been correct 
and fair. I asked him if he thought the Nazis would have permitted 
American or British courts to try Roosevelt or Churchill if they had 
won the war. He did not reply. 

I again made it very clear to him that if he knew of any 
possible way to hasten the fall of Hitler, he could count on every 
assistance from America. He asked him if he fully understood what 
I was implying, and he replied he did, but that obviously at that 
moment he was not able to give me any sort of answer. 

At least three times he brought up the matter of our demand 
for unconditional surrender, and nothing less than that. He said 
that this was being pounded into the minds of the Germans and that 
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perhaps even those who might care to hasten the peace were afr4id 
to do so In the face of that prospect, I told him that from my 
knowledge of America and Its leaders, he could count on hearing 
our demand for unconditional surrender to the very day our army 
marched Into Germany; that this did not mean there was no hope for 
Germany, far from It, That America and our great President, Mr. 
Roosevelt, knew that a lasting peace could not be achieved without 
Germany once again assuming her place In the lineup of the United 
Nations and the democracies. But that It would have to be a new 
type of Germany, and one with which we could enter Into economical 
negotiations honorably and with complete trust. 

He asked me If I thought America planned to keep a standing 

army In Germany after the war, if America planned to police Europe. 

I told him again I had no Idea, that that it was believed, and I 

believed, that definitely, yes, America would maintain an army in 

Germany for a long period, long enough surely to Insure that a 

lasting pe/ic? was hastened and to guard against any anarchy that 

« 

might break out. It is my definite Impression that this was 
exactly what he hoped and wanted to hear. 

He asked me if I thought Mr. Roosevelt would care to deal 
with him, personally. I said that was something I naturally could 
not answer, that it was conceivable everything in the future, as 
far as the President was concerned, and insofar as he himself was 
concerned, d epended on what he did in our favor to help bring the 
war to a quick conclusion by ridding Germany of its present govern¬ 
ment. I said, "Mr. Roosevelt is a great statesman, the leading 
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statesman in the world today." He replied: "Yes, he la a great man." 
He then said he doubted If Churchill would ever want to deal with 
him. "I got along very well with Chamberlain," he said, but 
Churchill and Chamberlain are two different types of men." 

He then referred again to the bombing of Germany, which he 
characterized as "horrible". He said we could not hope to gain by 
this means. He said that only 10 per cent of Germany's war produc¬ 
tion has been affected by the bombing. He said "it was the innocent 
people who are suffering today." 

He said he would like to talk for a minute about Italy. 

"Why," he asked, "did you insist on unconditional surrender from 
Italy?" I said I thought that should be apparent. He said it was 
a great mistake. He said if we had been content merely to make 
Italy a non-belligerent neutral, Germany would have withdrawn her 
forces from Italy and not attempted to defend it. He said, as it 
was, Germany was compelled to resist in Italy. I told him that any 
choice other than demanding unconditional surrender would have been 
ridiculous, from a military standpoint; that we needed Italy's air¬ 
bases from which to bomb both Gormany and Occupied Europe; and fur¬ 
ther, that we knew wo would soon have all of Italy and that Germany 
had never tasted an onslaught of bombing such as she would soon 
have to face once we had all of Italy in our possession. I said 
it seemed so needless to continue this terrible waste of Germany's 
and our own men, when the conclusion of this war could be speeded 
if only he could aid in bringing about the collapse of the Nazis. 
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Ho said that the people of Germany believed, and perhaps 
rightly ( 1 ) that the war was forced on them, and yet they alone 
stood In the way of Communism from sweeping Europe, He said that 
the Germans could not understand why the democracies were not awake 
to that danger. I said that he knew America well enough to know 
that Americans had no sympathy for Communism, as such. He said 
our bombings of cities like Hamburg was doing more to spread 
Communism in Europe that anything else, not only In Europe, but 
In Germany Itself . 

He asked what I thought the coming Moscow conference was 
for. I told him I had not the slightest Idea but that It presumably 
was to reaffirm our friendship with Russia, to plan further military 
moves that would lead to the defeat of Germany, and possibly even 
to sign documents attesting to that fact. He said he thought we 
and the British were blind, and that any documents signed would be 
worth Just what the Russlan-German treaty was worth. And then he 
threw In a warning that some day we In America and England may wake 
up to find that the Nazis have signed a separate peace with Russia, 
and then where will we be? He said he had Just finished reading 
Davies* book about Russia, that Davies had become a Russo-phile 
and that he was dangerous to America for that reason. 

He concluded the interview by asking me if he could meet 
me again after having a chance to think over what we had been 
discussing, and suggested a meeting in two days. I told him I must 
leave In two days and requested that he arrange a meeting for to¬ 
morrow. He agreed and said he would arrange that we meet on an 
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Island In tha Marmara, Krinkipa, where our mutual contact, Pesth, 
had a house. He said that he would sail to the Island In his own 
boat to avoid being followed. 

As we rose to leave, he took me by the arm and said: "You 
cannot realize how seriously affected I am by this talk with you. 

A man In my position has a great weight to carry and many troubles. 
I will think of what you have said to me and will try to give you 
an answer to take back with you to America." 

He said there had been several attempts on his life and that 
it was very dangerous for both of us to meet. He asked me to be 
careful, and never permit a word of our conference to reach anyone 
except President Roosevelt, whom he trusted. 

I asked him about the car which was stationed near the front 

gate of the embassy. He said the car had men in it whose Job was 

to protect him, and that if I had made an attempt against his life, 

they had orders to shoot me. But he told me I had nothing to 

worry about. 

As we were about to shake hands and part, he again took my 
arm and pulled me over to a large map on the wall. "Look at that 
great space," he said, indicating Russia, "think what industrial 
havoc they can do, and what they can do to all Europe." 

With that, he grasped my hand very firmly, smiled and said 
he would look forward to our meeting tomorrow, at which time he 
would return my magnifying glass and try to give me a message to 
take back to America. 
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He then opened the door, and I stepped into the hall, again 
trying to appear very German. He said a few words in German to 
Rustow, who Joined me in stiff bows to him, as we made our exit. 

Our return to the same waiting taxi, and subsequent ride 
oack to Istanbul was without comment on my part or Rustow 1 s, and 
without incident. The interview with Von Papen lasted an hour 
and five minutes. 
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MEETING NO. 2 — October 6th, 1943 

Place: House on Krinkipo Island, Sea of Marmera, Turkey 


THE FOLLOWING NOTES WERE WRITTEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING: 


My second meeting with Von Papen lasted an hour and a half 
and differed from the first In that Von Papon was eager to talk 
and spoke freely, without hesitation, and apparently with complete 
confidence in me. 

He opened the conversation by telling me that he had devoted 
many hours of thought to what wo had discussed yesterday and had 
prepared some notes, which he showed me, consisting of three pages 
In his own handwriting. He said he would not give these to me, 
since I likewise had not given him anything in writing attesting 
to our meeting, but that I wa3 free to take any notes myself on 
what he had to say, with one reservation: that I was to show them 
to no one other than the President . He said his message to me 
this afternoon was for the President, that he wanted me to see 
him, and explain to him Just what he. Von Papen, felt and what he 
proposed. 

He dealt first with the points brought up in the film which 
I gave him yesterday. He also asked if he might retain the film 
and I told him, certainly. He returned my magnifying glass which 
he borrowed yesterday. 
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He said he wanted to stress that he was "first and foremost, 
a German patriot." That his life had been devoted to his country 
and that his country, not its government, came first. 

Re paragraph 1 of the outline I gave him, he said the word 
"dominate" was wrong--that the real Germany that represented the 
German people did not want to "dominate" Europe; that tradition 
and history showed that Germany had never wanted to "dominate" 
Europe, politically. 

He said he thoroughly approved of a Federation of the 
European states in the post war world, and as a German, he felt 
Germany should be permitted a role of leadership in the economics 
of Europe. But, he said, there should also exist a fair economical 
understanding between all the states, which should be considered 
as more important than anything political; that a Federated govern¬ 
ment of Europe should have time to give proof that a mutual under- 

• 

standing existed economically, and that later should come any 
discussion of political disputes or treaties. 

Ho said he felt Austria was and is German and must remain 
German, that the people of Austria would so choose if given a 
chance to decide by themselves. That Austria never again should 
be placed in the hands of the Hapsburgs. He made a gesture as if 
dismissing the Hapsburgs as not worth considering. 

He said that the Sudetanland part of Chech territory should 
have autonomy, as after Munich. 
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Regarding Poland, he said he believed the frontiers of 
1914 should be restored, that the "hated" corridor should be 
eliminated; that Poland should be given an outlet to the sea 
near Liebaw; but that the province of Posen should be given back 
to Germany to which it had belonged. 

He said he felt there should be no trouble arranging a 
peace with Prance, which should be restored to the French intact. 
As for Alsace-Lorraine, he felt that some arrangement could 
easily be effected with Prance whereby perhaps a division could 
be made, possibly based on a Just plebiscite. 

He said he felt the Ukraine was needed by the new Europe 
as a "food larder", that the Ukraine should perhaps be made an 
independent state, allied by common treaty with Europe, but 
definitely with Europe and not with Russia, or under any Asiatic 
influence. That the Ukraine should be independent and merely 
serve the purpose of a granary to feed Europe's populations, all 
countries on a fair and equal basis. 

He said that in the postwar Europe, there should be no 
fight for markets. He said that there should also be no fight 
between Germany and America, or Germany and Britain for markets.... 
that Germany needed our products (citing automobiles) and we 
needed hers, as chemical products, photographic apparatus, etc. 

Re the paragraph in the outline dealing with Japan, he 
dismissed Japan with an expressive wave of his hand, saying 
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Germany had no interest whatever in Japan. 

He said the postwar oil situation was important to 
Germany; that he hoped it might be possible for Germany to get 
a concession in the Pacific area now under Japanese control, and 
perhaps also a concession in the Pacific that would serve Germany 
as a source of supply for at least a minimum quantity of rubber; 
but ho said that the question of colonies should not stand in 
the way of peace, and that Germany, under a new government, would 
bo prepared to let a Just peace conference decide her need in that 
respect. 

He said his interest and that of other leaders of Germany, 
who were not Nazis and did not approve of the Nazis, was to safe¬ 
guard the economical, and to whatever extent possible, the politi¬ 
cal existence of the German people , certainly not the present 
government of the German people, for the German people could not 
be Included in that government. 

He then turned to a general discussion of other subjects, 
on which he made the following remarks: 

Again referring to a Federation of European states. Von 
Papen said he sincerely believed this wa3 not only possible, but, 
from Germany's standpoint, desirable. That he would like to see 
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the capital in Berlin, of course, but this was not essential; 

that representation in the Federation should be according to 
population, on some such lines as our H 0 use of Representatives. He 
repeated again that Germany, the pre-Hitler Germany and the post¬ 
war Germany, had no wish to "dominate". 

He said he himself knew, and that it was known by the 
German people, that they had no hope of winning the war; further, 
that even the Nazis knew it. He warned that the Nazis were still 
capable of tricks, and suggested it was even possible that when 
Russia reached the point of invading German territory, some "Red" 
general might try to pull a »coup d'etat and, salvaging what he 
could of the German army, make a deal with the Russians and go 
over to their side in order to share in the Communist sweep of 
Europe. He said this ' could 1 happen one dayl That that was why 
we must have an immediate peace, as soon as it could be arranged, 
to forestall such a catastrophe, that would not only cause ruin to 

the German people and Europe, but also to America's and England's 
aims and desires for a lasting peace. 
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He said 'success breeds success,' and that already some Nazi 
leaders are gazing admiringly on what Communism had been able to do 
for Russia, and that they even admired Communism in many respects and 
felt that it might even be a better system than their own, and worth 
imitating. He said Germany was now in the position that Russia was 
when the war between Russia and Germany began. 

Von Papen again said our bombings of Germany were doing more 
to spread Communism inside Germany than anything else ... that hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people are homeless; that in their condition of 
despair, they were already turning to communism as their "hope;" that 
they were saying to each other: "it works." When I mentioned that 
Hamburg had been a communistic center in Germany before the war, he 
agreed and said "Look at Hamburg, as an example of that." He said 
Hamburg is completely ruined and the destruction is'terrible,» as is 
the suffering. He begged that we stop this horrible bombing, that it 
was not necessary for us to win the war, that our leaders should 
realize that they were doing more harm than good. He then went on, 
temporarily losing control of his feelings, and said the German 
people were not behind the Nazis, that they were beginning to feel 
that the Allies must be even worse than the Nazis, if they continued 
this ruthless bombing. That v/e had a real chance to do good propa¬ 
ganda by showing that our hatred of the Nazis was not directed at 
the German people themselves. That our radio and our press should 
not include the German people and the Nazis as one, that they should 
refrain from so doing in order to inspire a hope in the German people 
when they so badly need it. 
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Von Papen said with every show of sincerity that the war must 
stop; pounding the table hard, he said that homeless people who were 
without hope and who were suffering deeply, could only mean inevitable 
anarchy in Europe; that the working classes who were hit most were a 
people who could easily follow the communistic banner later. 

Again referring to the future peace, he said he hoped America 
and Britain would keep an armed force in Europe for a long enough 
period to guard against anarchy and to preserve law and order, but 
that he personally doubted if the democracies could ever be convinced 
of the necessity for doing this. He said also that he hoped peace 
terms would permit Germany to maintain some army to keep guard on her 
east wall against the Russians; that such a guard would have to be 
maintained to save Europe, and that Germany wanted to do this as her 
share, and to protect herself. 

He said he feared, and most of all, the German people feared 
another Versailles treaty with its 14 points. He bitterly condemned 
the Versailles treaty and said it was only because of its unfair 
terms that the German people had ever been swayed to fall in line 
behind Hitler. That up to the time that Hitler came to power, 

Germany had tried to be a model nation, under his leadership and that 
of von Hindenburg. That they had tried, but failed, because the 
German people were deprived of what they considered their rights and 
were easily won over by Hitler when he promised to regain them for 
them. 

Once when von Papen was talkLng about the Nazis, he smiled 
broadly and said there were many people in Germany who called them 
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’animals,* including his familyl (His family were with him, waiting 
for him on their boat while he talked to me). He told me he had told 
them he had to "discuss some business matters.” 


He said the German people were NOT behind the Nazis, as we 
in America seemed to feel; that they would gladly expel them if 
given the chance, and would welcome a new government, if this new 
government could give them any hope of releasing them from the 
stress to which they were now submitted. 

Von Papen said another mistake Americans made was to put 
Nazis and Prussians in the same category. That a Prussian officer 
learns to be a gentleman, to love his family, learns honor and dis¬ 
cipline, and learns to live as a 'poor man,' and not try to get 
rich, like the Nazis I He said we were making a 'grave mistake' to 
class them together. 

Once our conversation touched on Turkey, and he said Turkey 
would never enter the war on the German side, that that fact was 
recognized even by the Nazis, and that Turkey had never been on the 
German side. 

He said that Germany, even though she was led by misguided 
leaders, had succeeded in staving off Communism, and that he had 
heard that the British referred to Germany's eastern array as a 
British Expeditionary Force. I said that I had heard it said in 
America it was a question of ”dog eat dog,” and said ”if you'll 
excuse me” and he laughed heartily. 

He said the chief fear of the German people was that 
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Germany would be carved into little states; he admitted, when I 
pointed It out, that the Italian people had fared well at the hands 
of the Allies, but said It would have been better from a propaganda 
standpoint if we had told them before that their fate would not be 
severe, as then they could have weakened Mussolini easily from 
within; that Bagdolio's coup d'etat was easier than the Italian 
people had ever expected it would be. 

I then told him again that ray visit would be a complete 
failure if he could not give me a message to take back to America 
that would show some way whereby he and Germany were anxious to end 
this war by an act of their own from within. I said only one thing 
would ever satisfy the American people, and that was for Hitler to 
be forcibly ejected from Germany, along with his cohorts, and if 
possible delivered into the hands of the American people. I told 
him that the whole war psychology of the American people would be 
greatly affected if some day a plane landed in Iceland or No. Africa 
with Hitler, and perhaps Goering, Himmler and Goebbels on it, 
signifying the removal from the German scene of the top Nazis. That 
only by their removal could America ever consider discussing a peace 
with Germany. I told him bluntly that I was there to ask that he 
bring this about. 

He replied very gravely that this was asking a great deal of 
him. That he realized it was a Job that had to be done by the 
German people themselves. That it had to be done from within and 
could not be done from without. He said, too, not to forget that 
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there were many Hitler supporters, especially among the youth, 
and that his death or removal would have a great and questionable 
effect on them. That "changing horses in mid-stream"was not easy, 
and was especially delicate in time of war. 

Finally he said that to overthrow Hitler would be difficult, 
but he thought it could be done. He said this most thoughtfully, 
and seriously. 

BUT, he said, for him to stir revolt in Germany and for him 
to convince "his friends" that the time had come to throw out Hitler 
and the Nazis, he must have something to "offer" to those friends, 
something definite and "solid" and based on a sacred understanding. 
He asked me directly: "If there were to be a new government in 
Germany, would America and Britain be willing to make peace?" I 
said I couldn*t say, but I thought it all depended on the government 
formed, and more that that, depended on the Nazi leaders, including 
Hitler, being delivered into actual Allied hands. That unless this 
were done, there would always be a suspicion in America and England 
that Hitler and the others were in hiding somewhere, and that they 
might be living, even if they were reported dead ... that their 
physical persons must be in the hands of the Allies before any such 
story would be believed. 

I asked him directly if he personally were ready to aid the 
Allies in getting rid of Hitler. He said that depended on whether 
President Roosevelt was prepared to offer him a promise of peace 
that would be attractive enough to "his friends" to support him in 
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that effort. He said he MUST be able to give them an incentive, 
something concrete that promised a future for Germany that would not 
be as harsh as unconditional surrender with all its harsh implications. 
I said, suppose that can be arranged, will you THEN do your utmost to 
get rid of Hitler and the Nazis? He replied very simply, yes. 

He said that he had the highest respect for the President, and 
knew he could trust him to live up to his word. That if I, or some 
other envoy of the President could supply him with proof that we 
meant what we said in holding out a hope for Germany's future, he 
would then take steps to bring about what we desired, i.e. a new 
government in Germany, and a complete ousting of the Nazis. 

He said he wanted me to tell the President that he, von Papen 
himself, was too old for personal aspirations, but that he would be 
honored to be in charge of the new government of Germany, and that 
he was looked up to by the German people and trusted as a leader. 

That he, however, would be willing to aid whatever new government 
was chosen, regardless whether he personally led it. 

I asked him if he would be willing to meet the President, 
supposing that that could be arranged, or if he would be willing to 
meet one of our highest leaders, and he said he would be most willing, 
if it could be arranged, but that it would be very difficult. That 
his life was constantly in danger, and three attempts had been made 
already. He then asked me if I thought it might be possible for him 
to meet Mr. Hull when he returned from the Moscow conference. Then 
he seemed to think this over, and said no, he felt Mr. Hull was too 
conspicuous, but that if.he were coming to Turkey, he thought it 
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might be arranged, if I would help. 

I told him we were prepared to help him get rid of Hitler 
in any way he suggested. He said he recognized that no one could 
help them inside Germany, that they must do it themselves. 

I then proposed that if I were to meet him again in - say - 
a month or five weeks, with a definite assurance from the President 
along the lines he wanted, would he fulfill his part and effect 
this change of government in Germany. He said that he would leave 
for Germany during my absence in the states, or in any case, would 
get in touch with his "people" and return to Turkey with a definite 
plan of action to accomplish what he and we mutually desired. He 
said: "Tell your President that I will leave to contact my people 
in Germany. Tell him that I must have something definite to offer 
them. Tell him that I will do ray best and that I believe we will 
have success." 

I told him, if he would do that, I felt my mission had 
been a success. He smiled and shook hands warmly and said again 
he must ask my complete confidence as any disclosure of our con¬ 
versation to anyone other than the President might lead to his 
death. He said that he trusted me, and that I must be very care¬ 
ful, and that in turn I could trust him without reservation not 
to disclose to anyone what had taken place between us. He said 
he hoped to meet me again in four or five weeks. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. (25) 

17 December 1943 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Miss Tully: 

Enclosed is a memorandum for 
the President on the subject of OSS Activi¬ 
ties in the Far East. We shall very much 
appreciate your bringing it to his atten¬ 
tion. 


Very sincerely. 



G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WAOHINOTON. D. C. 



16 December 1943 


i&MOBANDUil 10K 1MK PMSUiaiT 

SUBJECT: ObS activities in the iar East. 


General Donovan hns requostod in u cable iron 
Noe Delhi, dated U Deoonber 1943, that tho following in- 
iormation concerning Obb activitios in the tur r.*s t be 
communicated to you. 

"OSS has made arrangements with the Chin¬ 
ese to establish u special Joint Intelligence 
Servico aimed at Japan and territory controlled 
by Japan. Subsequently I discussed the arrange¬ 
ment with the Chinese Minister of «ar and secured 
his ana the Generalissimo'e approval. Re have in- 
iormod General btilvrell in uetiii. 


"To the satisfaction of Conor. 1 bti 1**11 ,.nd 
Admiral Uountbatten, Obb has established missions 
.-■ith both fcEAC jii CBI." 

G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 
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